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“The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 15 And he said to them, ‘You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. 16The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God is preached, and everyone forces his way into it. 17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the Law to become void.

18Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.’”                                                   Luke 16:14-18
“Great are you, O Lord, and greatly to be praised; great is your power, and your wisdom is infinite . . .You’ve made us for your-

self, and our hearts are restless, until they can find rest in you.”




-Augustine, Confessions  
One of the lessons of the Parable of the Dishonest Steward –

There is room in our heart for one and only one predominant affection— there may be many things that we love, but only one can have controlling influence over life.
“Thousands on every side are continually trying to do the thing which Christ pronounces impossible. They are endeavoring to be friends of the world and friends of God at the same time. Their consciences are so far enlightened, that they feel they must have some religion. But their affections are so chained down to earthly things, that they never come up to the mark of being true Christians. And hence they live in a state of constant discomfort. They have too much religion to be happy in the world, and they have too much of the world in their hearts to be happy in their religion. In short, they waste their time in laboring to do that which cannot be done. They are striving to "serve God and mammon.”





-J.C. Ryle
The Ridicule of the Pharisees

“The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him.”                                 Luke 16:14 
  =the Pharisees were very busy doing many things for God . . .
      their lives revolved around the Temple, the Law and all things  

      religious; but that’s  NOT the same thing as loving God!
The Rebuke of Jesus
“And he said to them, ‘You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.’”                         Luke 16:15
      -
=an American mantra— ‘I must be godly because God has 
       blessed me with lots of stuff’
    -this is the mindset of all false teachers—

    -twisting the principle that ‘godliness is a means of great gain’

 I Timothy 6:3-10

‘For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God’                         
   -the exaltation of money (worship of money and things) is an 

          abomination in the sight of God
Getting Right with God
“The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God is preached, and everyone forces his way into it.
17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the Law to become void.”                                          Luke 16:16-17
=the Pharisees were like most people today— they had it all 

      wrong!
=we don’t need a human way of gaining God’s approval— which   

      is what the Pharisees were all about… 

Jesus is illustrating, through their attitude towards money and 
      through their bad teaching on divorce and on adultery that 
      they in fact fall short of the Law. 
It’s not He who is undermining the Law; it’s they who undermine 
    the Law by their lives, both in regard to money and marriage.

