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“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.”                                                   Luke 16:19-23
A couple of interesting preliminary observations—

  *the rich man in this turns out to be the ‘bad guy’ – in the sense 

       that he never bothered to help someone in need at his gate!
  *but Jesus most certainly does not imply that money is a bad 
        thing or that people with money are bad or that all ‘rich 
        people’ are unbelievers
  *this particular ‘story’ is almost always presented (preached) as 
      if the main point or purpose is about hell—

   --that’s NOT the primary purpose of the story! 

   --the primary purpose is a warning on the love of money

“…the possession of money in this world is a test run for eternity. Can you pass the test of faithfulness with your money? Do you use it as a means of proving the worth of God and the joy you have in supporting his cause? Or does the way you use it prove that what you really enjoy is things, not God?”      John Piper
The Radical Contrast of Two Men (vv 19-21)
(a major point being reinforced here— there’s no doubt that the 
     rich man is familiar with this poor man at his gate— 

           =he will recognize him in eternity!

           =he will identify him by name…Lazarus

The Great Equalizer of All Men (vv. 22-23)

=Psalm 49:1-12
=the great equalizer— the same appointment— death!

     -the poor beggar dies . . . the rich businessman dies

     -it is appointed unto men (all men…every man and woman) 
         once to die— and then judgment!
    -the same appointment . . . but not the same ultimate end—

=the one word that would describe this particular outcome—

    would be the word— unexpected!
    -the poor man goes to heaven…and the rich man goes to hell
    -his wealth did not save him and was actually instrumental in 

       condemning him!
This One Thing You Need (vv. 24-31)
=there are so many things that we could focus on here— 

    *conscious existence after death— 
    *the eternal nature of both heaven and hell— 

=but there’s really only one main point that Jesus is making— 

  *the rich man presumes his wealth proves his spiritual position

  *thus he assumes he is ‘secure as a child of Abraham’

  *BUT— he bore no fruit that befits repentance – he shared no 
        food, no clothes, no compassion for the hurting

     THIS is the point Jesus is making—

       =not that you can buy a spot in heaven or earn your way to 
            Paradise--- but that how you use your money shows 
            whether your heart has been changed!

There is no greater indicator of your spiritual condition than the   

    test/temptation of the material [of money]
The point of the parable— the rich man is in hell because he   

      delighted more in luxuries for himself than in love for Lazarus
   =and ultimately— he simply did not believe God!

