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“And he said to his disciples, ‘Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through whom they come! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. 3 Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.’ 5 The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’ 6 And the Lord said, ‘If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.’”       Luke 17:1-6
“The sin which our Lord brings before us is unhappily very common. The inconsistencies of professing Christians too often supply the men of the world with an excuse for neglecting religion altogether. An inconsistent believer, whether he knows it or not, is daily doing harm to souls. His life is a positive injury to the Gospel of Christ.”                   J.C. Ryle


Temptation to sin is a certainty— count on it!
 . (ESV) “Temptations to sin are sure to come but woe to the one 
                  through whom they come…”

  (NIV) “Things that cause people to sin are bound to come but 

                  woe to that person through whom they come’

  (NASB)  “It is inevitable that stumbling blocks should come but 

                     woe to him through whom they come’

  (KJV) “It is impossible but that offenses will come but woe…”
Ἀνένδεκτόν ἐστιν τοῦ τὰ σκάνδαλα μὴ ἐλθεῖν, 
 Impossible      it is       stumbling blocks      not     to come
 -it is impossible NOT to encounter things (people) that will trip 
     you up (the understood idea: things that will tempt you to sin)

 
  (my first question— what provokes this warning about the 

          certainty and seriousness of “temptation”?
  (Jesus clearly has in His mind the Pharisees—

Jesus is saying here to His disciples, “Your life and your teaching 
      could very well lead someone astray . . . you could be a 

      temptation to sin for someone
Forgiveness is a necessity— practice it
“Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.’”






Luke 17:3-4
=step 1:  rebuke him (with the goal of repentance)
=step 2:  Forgive him (when he repents)  
You’re Going to Need Help— ask for it!
“The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’ 6And the Lord said, 
‘If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.’”                                                      Luke 17:5-6
(notice how they put it— “Lord, increase our FAITH!”

   -they did not ask for more love  or tolerance to forgive

   -they did not ask for understanding or patience—

(Why ‘faith’?
 =honestly— everything about us is a faith issue!

  =the point is simple— all of life as a Believer is connected— 

      everything from faith to being able to forgive!!

“How often we have given offence and caused others to stumble! How often we have allowed unkind, and angry, and revengeful thoughts to nestle undisturbed in our hearts! These things ought not so to be. The more carefully we attend to such practical lessons as this passage contains, the more shall we recommend our religion to others, and the more inward peace shall we find in our own souls.”                  J.C. Ryle

