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“Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.’”                   Luke 17:20-21
 Do you pray for the Kingdom of God to come?

           ‘Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come.’   
                                                                                     Luke 11:2
           ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10 Your kingdom  

               come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.’   
                                                                                 Matt 6:9-10
If so (and you should be)— what exactly are you praying for?
The Curiosity of the Pharisees

“Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them…”


Luke 17:20
Two questions asked in our passage – 
  -Pharisees (v. 20) asking when the kingdom will come
  -the Disciples (v. 37) ask, “Where Lord? Where is it going to 
             take place?” 
And we could pose a 3rd question— what exactly is coming?

=For the Pharisees— the coming of the kingdom of God was very 
      much a political fix for the problems plaguing society as they 
      understood them. 
=we need to be very careful — this sounds eerily familiar to me!

      -like many ‘Christians’ today who have certain beliefs about 

          the reign of Christ in an American context—
        *longing for a particular culture— a ‘Christian culture’
        *seeing the kingdom of God primarily in terms of social 
             renovation and political solutions
  *some think the kingdom of God is wholly in the future—

  *others see the kingdom of God as something that’s almost an    

         entirely present reality— 
In general, a kingdom is— 
  *a King who rules, 
  *a people who are ruled, and 
  *a sphere where this rule is recognized
     The kingdom of God is God’s people in God’s place, 
        under God’s rule 
The Revelation of the King  

“…He answered them, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.’”       Luke 17:20-21
*What the Kingdom of God Is Not
   =the Kingdom isn’t coming with signs to be observed…

   =that is— it’s not a visible, political kingdom

       God’s kingdom is active in this world, but it is not determined 

       by events in this world, and hence temporal events cannot 

        predict its arrival
*What the Kingdom is

 “…for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”  Luke 17:21
   -some translate the phrase, ‘The kingdom of God is within you’  

      [meaning that it’s a spiritual thing dwelling in you]
   (Jesus is saying to them that the kingdom of God is already 

           here in their midst, although they did not notice it!
   (Jesus is the Kingdom! Where you find Jesus, you find the 
           Kingdom

 
The Kingdom of God is already, and not yet! 

   =the kingdom has come according to Luke 17:21 // Matt 12:28

   =and the coming of the kingdom is still future [Luke 19:11-12]

