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“And he said to the disciples, ‘The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23 And they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not go out or follow them. 24 For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day.”             Luke 17:22-24
To pray for the ‘Kingdom to come’ is to pray for God’s people in God’s place, under God’s rule.
The Curiosity of the Pharisees

“Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them…”


Luke 17:20
“The Old Testament ends on the note of promise and expectation. There is no fulfilment in sight as the Jews enter nearly four hundred years of prophetic silence between the two Testaments. During this time the Jews develop a variety of solutions to the problem. The best known is that of the Pharisees, who sought a literal return to the Israelite monarchy and the freedom of Israel from all foreign oppression.”  Graeme Goldsworthy   

The Revelation of the King  

“…He answered them, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.’”       Luke 17:20-21
The Concern of the Disciples
The Coming of the Kingdom will be Unmistakable (vv. 22-24)
=the 1st thing He points out to His disciples is the fact that when 

     the Kingdom does fully come —you can’t miss it!
Jesus’ second coming (and thus the coming of the Kingdom) will be the most public event in the history of the world! 
“At the end time of the world, He will not descend from heaven obscurely or secretly but with Godlike glory!”     

                                                      -Cyril of Alexandria
    
The Coming of the King finds the Majority Unprepared  (25-30) 
=if they were concerned about the timing of the kingdom, then 

        why did they kill the King?
     -they were not prepared for the coming of Messiah…

     -they did not understand Messiah

Before we can taste the glory of the Kingdom, He will have to taste death  
  
(unfortunately— the good news will be bad news for most!

Illustration 1:  The Days of Noah (vv. 26-27)
Illustration 2: The Days of Lot (vv. 28-30)
    =both make the same point— a people unprepared, a judgment 

       unexpected!
   =people were unprepared because they were so caught up in the 

       culture— preoccupied— completely absorbed in their own 

       interests
   =the 2nd coming will be just as unexpected and the people just as 

       unprepared as the people in the time of Noah and in the days 

       of Sodom and Gomorrah

The Coming King Must Be Unrivaled (v. 31-33)
=when He comes, if your instinct is to hang on to this world then 
      it’s the world that you love, not Him!
The Great Separation (v. 34-37)
=and Jesus’ words provoke a question from the disciples…not 

     when will this happen – but where will it happen?
=Jesus answer with an unusual proverb—

    ‘Where the corpse (body) is, there the vultures will gather.’

  -where ever you find ‘death’ (spiritual death) you will 

        find vultures (judgment)

