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“And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.’”              Luke 18:1
The Context of the Parable
“And they said to him, ‘Where, Lord?’ He said to them, ‘Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.’ And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.”





Luke 17:37 – 18:1 
  =follow the train of thought—
  =Jesus reveals some disturbing details about His 2nd coming—

  =and then there is this depiction of sudden separation and the 

        imagery of judgment in 2 very prominent OT scenarios— 

  =And that no doubt troubled them…disturbed them…shook    

        them up! So Jesus continues and Luke tells us why in 18:1—

The Key to the Parable 
“And He told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart...”          Luke 18:1
  =this is a parable about prayer (yes) but in the specific context of    

       providing encouragement in the midst of waiting for Jesus to 

       return
(Jesus has this word— very simple but very important — keep 
       praying and don’t lose heart…don’t give up…you’re not   

       alone!
The Characters of the Parable
He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4 For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’’







Luke 18:2-5 

The Judge— is everything you do not want in a judge—

“Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem. And he went out again among the people, from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim, and brought them back to the Lord, the God of their fathers. 5 He appointed judges in the land in all the fortified cities of Judah, city by city, 6 and said to the judges, ‘Consider what you do, for you judge not for man but for the Lord. He is with you in giving judgment. 7 Now then, let the fear of the Lord be upon you. Be careful what you do, for there is no injustice with the Lord our God, or partiality or taking bribes.’”       2 Chronicles 19:4-7

=this judge in Jesus’ parable is the opposite— he is ungracious, 

         unloving, unmerciful, ungodly— and he knows it!!!

The Widow—

  -in Jesus’ time a widow is the perfect picture of a person in 
      society without resources and influence
  -her situation is desperate— widows in that day were particularly 

      Vulnerable— and yet….according to the Law of God, she was 

      entitled to special protection [Deuteronomy 27:9, 19]
. . 

The Connection of the Parable

And the Lord said, ‘Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Never-theless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’”              

                                                                                           Luke 18:6-8
  (this parable is a contrast parable— God is the exact opposite 

          of this judge!

 
*Don’t lose heart— you’re not like the widow either
*Don’t lose heart— I will make things right
*Don’t lose heart— Persist in prayer
  “When I return, when I come and I bring justice with Me, will I    

    find you praying and trusting?

