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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 132: Lest Grace Cease to be Amazing
Romans 11:7-10
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“What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened, 8 as it is written,
‘God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would not see
    and ears that would not hear, down to this very day.’”                       
Romans 11:7-8 
“Why a book on ‘How the grace of God amazes me?’ For one reason: not all Christians find it so amazing. Being amazed by God’s grace is a sign of spiritual vitality. It is a litmus test of how firm and real is our grasp of the Christian gospel and how close is our walk with Jesus Christ. The growing Christian finds that the grace of God astonishes and amazes. Yet we frequently take the grace of God for granted. We think: ‘Of course God is gracious.’ Or: ‘Of course we deserve His grace. After all, are we not His people?’ We may never say these things. But when we think like this, the grace of God ceases to be amazing. Sadly, it also ceases to be grace.”         -Sinclair Ferguson
The Apostle Paul is God’s gift to the church. He was shown
things no other human being has ever been shown. And here in Romans 9-11, he is exposing us to one of the main reasons we will praise God for all eternity— the grace of God in election.
Most of Israel failed [continues to fail] to find the righteousness of God in part because God has sovereignly hardened their heart. He has spiritually blinded them so that they cannot see the truth…and thus, they cannot believe!
“and the rest were hardened”
  -the rest of who?  [Israel]
  -the verb is a passive tense verb— done to them not by them

  -he is not saying ‘they hardened their heart’… rather ‘their 

       hearts were made hard— they were hardened’    
  -to prove his point, Paul rattles off a series of references in the    

       Hebrew Scriptures to show that he’s not making this up!
     “…the most difficult doctrine which we must approach with 

      fear and trembling because we would never deal with it were 

      it not that it is in Scripture.”        Martyn Lloyd-Jones
When Grace Ceases to Amaze
“…The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened,”      Romans 11:7b 

   *Isaiah 29:10    *Deuteronomy 29:4    *Psalm 69:22-23 
  =all 3 of these OT texts point to an act of “judicial blindness”

    -an act of God’s judgment on His own people—

    -they were spiritually blinded by God (v. 8) 

    -the blessings of God became a curse to them (vv. 9-10)
Paul reads the curses of Psalm 69 as divine judgment spoken by God through David about the nation of Israel, especially as they rejected the final Son of David – Jesus Christ!
POINT: These good things given by God would become a trap, a 
        stumbling block— the physical would become a snare to the 
        spiritual

2 consequences traced to their disobedience—

 *because they neglected the spiritual it lost its significance 
            ‘But became lustfully greedy in the wilderness,
          And put God to the test in the desert.
            15 So He gave them their request, But sent a wasting disease among    
           them [a leanness into their soul]                    Psalm 106:14-15

 *because they focused on the material (idolized things) – they 

         became spiritually blind!

A Warning for Today
“as it is written, ‘God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would not see
    and ears that would not hear, down to this very day.’”     Romans 11:8
“Yet to this day the Lord has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear.”                            Deuteronomy 29:4
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Lest Grace Cease to be Amazing 
April 11, 2021 

Does the grace of God amaze you? What evidence can you see in your life that would convince others that His grace amazes you?

Paul’s teaching in Romans 11:7-10 is difficult. It is not difficult to understand what he is saying but it is difficult for many to accept. Why is that?  
   [Martyn Lloyd-Jones said of this difficulty— ‘We are dealing 

          with the mind and ways of God and we must therefore   

          anticipate that we will not be able to understand it fully. 

          But a man who rebels because he does not understand the   

          mind of God is one who puts himself immediately into the 

          very category of these Jews whose tragic case and 

          condition we are considering.’]
A critical point of application in our text today is that if the blessings of God are misused – and they are always misused if we do not use them to grow in Christ – they will inevitably harden our hearts and propel us into further sin and bring us greater judgment. How are these specific blessings subject to misuse— 

     *baptism

     *Church membership

     *the Lord’s Day

     *material possessions

Jesus said that He spoke in parables so that ‘seeing they do not see and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand’ (Matthew 13:13). Is He talking about the same thing Paul is talking about in Romans 11:7-10? Can you build the Biblical case for ‘judicial blindness’ (God hardening the human heart)? 
