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“So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather, through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean!  . . . 15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?”          
Romans 11:11-12, 15 
“…it was not as I was taught to suppose that the New Testament simply replaced the Old; rather, that Christianity gave a fresh interpretation to an ancient form of monotheism, gradually evolving into a different religion but carrying with it much of the moral and dogmatic theology, the liturgy, the institutions and the fundamental concepts of its forbear…I thereupon determined, should opportunity occur, to write about the people who had given birth to my faith, to explore their history back to its origins and forward to the present day, and to make up my own mind about their role and significance.”      Paul Johnson
In Romans 9-11, Paul fills in some of the detail of the mystery of history—

=in Romans 9 – he details the failure of Israel to believe 

=in Romans 10 – Paul explains the fault of Israel to believe 

=and in Romans 11 – Paul shows us the future of Israel
Israel’s fall was neither total nor was it final!
A Transitional Question

“So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall?”   






Romans 11:11a
=or to put it another way— did they fall beyond recovery— does 

      Israel have a future? 

   -“They” is Israel as a whole . . . ethnic Israel (God’s chosen 

          people, as a whole, in unbelief)— 
   -will Israel as a whole— corporate, ethnic Israel—ever believe? 
   -Paul’s answer: ‘Are you serious— By no means!’ 
A Transcendent Quest 

“So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! 
Rather, through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous.”                         Romans 11:11 
  =why did God ordain (order) the ‘stumbling’ of Israel? 
      *it revealed the true nature of man . . . depravity
      *it resulted in God’s sovereign purpose to redeem 

              Gentiles (to include non-Jews in His elect)  
“Rather, through their (the Jews) trespass salvation has come to the   

  Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous.
   -their “trespass” brought the Gospel (salvation) to Gentiles—
   -their “trespass” provoked Israel to jealousy— and eventually 
        brings salvation to all of Israel 
God consistently uses sin and unbelief for redemptive purpose!

   *Joseph and his brothers— Genesis 50:19-20 
   *Jesus and the Cross— Acts 4:23-28 
“When you consider the history of the Jews, as a nation, nothing is more remarkable than their continuance in spite of the fact that many nations have done their utmost to destroy them. They have been regarded as the outcasts of society throughout the centuries… it is remarkable that, although they were without their country for so many centuries and nations did their utmost to destroy them completely, this nation has been preserved. The only real explanation of this is that God is not finished with them and there is a day coming when this ‘fulness of Israel’ is going to be brought back to salvation . . .”        
                                                                           -Martyn Lloyd-Jones      
    3 Possibilities of ‘life from the dead (v. 15)—

         *Spiritually— massive global conversion

         *Figuratively— unimaginable global blessing

         *Literally— that day will coincide with moment when they 
              (the Jews as a whole) look upon Him whom they pierced
 “ …I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved…”    Romans 11:25-26a 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for The Mystery of History
April 25, 2021 

Several times in His teaching Jesus gave us a hint if the very truth Paul so clearly presents here in Romans 11:11-16. Read the parable of the wicked tenants (Matthew 21:33-46) where the owner sends his own Son to get the Father’s fruit, and they kill him. Discuss Jesus’ interpretation in Matthew 21:43 as a foreshadow of Paul’s teaching in Romans 11.

In Matthew 8 Jesus heals a Centurion’s servant. After seeing the faith of the Gentile Centurion, Jesus says to those who followed him, 
   ‘I tell you, many will come from east and west [that is, Gentiles] and 
     recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 
     heaven, 12while the sons of the kingdom [most of Israel] will be    

     thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
     gnashing of teeth.’           Matthew 8:11-12 
Do you see the same lesson here as in Matt 21 and Rom 11?

Walk through the book of Acts and identify other examples of Israel being hardened in unbelief and the Gentiles coming into the kingdom. 
Paul makes clear in Romans 11 that the spill over of the Gospel to Gentiles did not just result from Israel’s rejection of Jesus [as if this took God off guard]. There was “divine design” behind it. God hardened Israel. How do you explain such a difficult thought (think in terms of the sermon title today).

According to v. 15 Paul says—  ‘If Israel’s rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?’ What do you think he means?
