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“But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you.”          
Romans 11:17-28 
Paul is drawing a picture for us in Romans 11:17ff—

  =his intent is to clarify—  to paint a clear picture of 

       God’s plan for Israel  
I don’t like ‘hyphenated titles’— Jewish-Christians…Gentile-Christians – but it’s necessary in order to really appreciate Paul’s argument here—

  -he is helping us to understand the relationship of the Church 

       to Israel
  -and particularly how the Church is to view (to understand) and 
       relate to present day Israel
  -as he addresses these Roman Christians here he focuses 
       explicitly on the Gentile-Christians—

       “Now I am speaking to you Gentiles…”            
                                             Romans 11:13 

The Humbling Power of Grace (vv. 16-18)
        “. . . if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will 
         their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 16 If the dough offered 
         as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so  

          are the branches.”                                   Romans 11:15-16

NOTE in  v. 16— 2 metaphors—

    *the dough offered as firstfruit – 
        =at the beginning of Israel's history God chose and set apart 
             for Himself Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Patriarchs)
         =they are the ‘dough offered as first fruits . . . they’re also 
     *‘the root’ –

        "If the dough offered as first fruits is holy . . ." 
        "If the root is holy . . ." 
      (Holy – ‘devoted to the Lord, set apart / dedicated as a 
             special possession of God 
      (the Patriarchs were singled out by God and made His own 
             special possession, devoted to Him— firstfruit and root
       (just as the dough as firstfruit was the promise of more – 
           just as the root governs the tree— so, one day, all Israel 
           will believe—  
       (some future generation of Israel will turn to Christ and 
             believe— Israel as a whole will be holy, they will trust 
             Christ and be the one true people of God
          “As regards the gospel, they (unbelieving Israel- natural branches) are 
             enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved 
             for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of 
             God are irrevocable.”    Romans 11:28-29 

   (v. 17) Paul takes that last metaphor (the root — tree) and both 
         clarifies and amplifies

    *some of the branches were broken off – some of the natural 

           branches (the Jews) were broken off the tree
    *you (that’s the Gentile) – ‘you’ are a ‘wild olive shoot’ – that 

          is, you Gentiles are NOT natural branches (didn’t belong)
    *God then grafted the wild branch (Gentiles) into the natural 
       Tree (into Israel, His people)—

          “For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and 
          grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much 
          more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their 
          own olive tree.”                     Romans 11:24

Paul is saying— ‘I know this is not ‘natural’…it’s actually counter-cultural— and that's his whole point…

   (God is showing grace to the Gentiles and it was shocking!    

 *Remember the root of the Church
 *Recognize the route of entry into God's people

      “…you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others…’
 *Respond with absolute humility 

    “…do not be arrogant toward the branches.’
And Furthermore . . . 
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We need to understand a few things… Paul is assuming that we know these things—

  *God has one chosen people – 

      -the Church is one with Israel
         --the Church is distinguishable from Israel . . . 

         --the Church is not Israel but the Church is one with Israel

     -think about it this way:  
         --the New Covenant people of God (the Church) includes 
               both Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians 
         --the old covenant people of God is the nation state of 
               Israel (but not all Israel is Israel)
     (Paul's conception is that the Church and Israel are part 
            of the one people of God 
.

  *Gentile Christians, by God’s grace, share in the same   

        inheritance promised to God’s old covenant people

     -we both inherit the Abrahamic blessings by faith
     -that means that when we read the OT…and we read about 

        Noah – Abraham – Jacob – Moses – David . ..  we’re reading about our people! I share in their story because their story is my story!
     (Can you see why it is such a terrible thing to suggest that 

            the Old Testament doesn’t apply to us today?
   *We (Gentile Christians) should thank the Lord for the    

     “Patriarchs and the Promises” – why? Why is it deeply 
      humbling to be a ‘wild branch’ grafted into the ‘natural root’? 
