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“Then you will say, ‘Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.’ 20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you
stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off.”                                         Romans 11:19-22

   “So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot 
     was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, 
     saying, ‘I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.’ 25 And 
     all the people answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’”   
                                                                         Matthew 27:24-25

         How incredibly ignorant of sin we are!!
Paul recognized a real danger for Gentile Christians— the danger of pride and presumption [the very same sin that brought the judgment of God on Israel!]
So here in this argument about Israel’s future— Paul specifically, and very pointedly addresses ‘Gentile (non-Jewish) Christians’

 “Now I am speaking to you Gentiles…”            

                                          Romans 11:13 

=the olive tree is a symbol for ‘the people of God’
=the Bible as a whole constantly reminds us that 2 nations came 
     out of Abraham (the root)—

       *a physical nation

       *a spiritual nation (the Israel within Israel – true Believers)

  (the olive tree here in Romans 11:17 is the spiritual nation

  (believing Gentiles are grafted into this nation ‘spiritual Israel’ 
         (it is the “spiritual nation” that is “the people of God”) 

There is one legitimate ‘people of God’, chosen by God, believing the Word of God, following Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah of God— some are Jewish, some are Gentile, all are by grace!

The Humbling Power of Grace  [Romans 11:17-18]
The Urgent Warning to Faith  [Romans 11:19-23] 
=Paul repeats the argument for clarity in v. 19-20 culminating 

       with this exhortation— this challenge to “stand fast through 

       faith’…
=and then he fires the warning shot in v. 21—

     “For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you.”  
(if you do not stand fast through faith… 
      =if you do the same thing the Jews did— 

      =you too will be cut off because you too will have proven

                  yourself to be just as bogus…not really a Believer

      =there is no threat of ‘losing salvation’ – but there is a very 

             real possibility of being exposed as ‘dead wood’

A Christian should stand in awe of his salvation—  it’s humbling
AND a Christian should also be strengthened by grace—    

     =meaning that grace not only humbles us . . . 

     =grace also perseveres us in faith
Look at the warning in v, 21—
“if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you.” 
 =What does this mean? 
 =we get Paul’s explanation in v. 22—

     “Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who 
         have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his 
         kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off.”
(the Bible indeed “threatens” the “professor” who lives contrary 
       to that profession—      Matthew 7:21-23        Romans 11:21-22 
(It’s not that those who truly belong to Him will ever be 
       rejected— it’s that continuing in the faith (perseverance) is 
       the hallmark of a genuine Believer!

And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for A Warning to the Gentile Believer
May 9, 2021 

It is a fact of history that the Jews have been subjected to persecution and mistreatment like no other ethnic group. Why do you think this is? Discuss the implications of Matthew 27:24-25.

After the past two weeks you should have a good understanding of the olive tree illustration used by Paul in Romans 11:17ff. Why is it important to understand ‘the cultivated olive tree’ as a symbol of ‘the people of God’ and not ‘the nation of Israel’?
Paul specifically warns “Gentile” Christians about pride and presumption in this passage. Why? How easy is it for a professing Christian to presume upon faith and not really believe? What different ‘pictures’ or metaphors do we find in the New Testament that point to this truth?
How does grace humble you? 

How does grace strengthen you?

What does Paul mean by “if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will He spare you?”
