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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 136: All Israel Will Be Saved
Romans 11:23-27
May 16, 2021
“… I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved. . .”           Romans 11:25-26a
“I must studiously and faithfully unlearn a great many things I have somehow absorbed concerning Palestine . . . I have got everything in Palestine on too large a scale. Some of my ideas were wild enough. The word Palestine always brought to my mind a vague suggestion of a country as large as the United States . . . I suppose it was because I could not conceive of a small country having so large a history.”



Mark Twain, The Innocents Abroad
Romans 11—
 =Paul has been showing us the place of Israel in redemptive 

     history AND the fact that God isn’t finished with the Jews…

 =part of what he’s doing here is showing the Church HOW it 

     is to view Israel—what are we (Gentile Christians) to think, 

     how are we to treat unbelieving Israel?     

“all Israel will be saved”—  what does it mean? [4 possibilities]
*the nation of Israel itself will be re-instituted and everyone will   

      believe in God through Jesus Christ
*a future generation in Israel will be brought into the kingdom 
      thru faith in Jesus Christ and will bring new life to the church

*it simply means that God will continue to deal with the people 
      of Israel generation after generation like He is now
*Paul’s simply saying that God will save His church, both Jewish 
      Christians and Gentile Christians— there is no reference to a 

      future for ethnic Israel

(3 and 4 are wrong

(1 and/or 2 are right

God Has and Continues to Save Jewish Believers
“And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.”      Romans 11:23-24
  (If God can do this amazing, mind-boggling thing and save 

        you ‘wild, unnatural, heathen Gentiles’ then bringing His 

        own people back in…that’s nothing!

  (God can, He does, and He will continue to save Jews who   

        believe in Jesus! And one day, the nation in mass will 
        believe!
Salvation Requires Faith— no matter who you are

“And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief…”  Rom 11:23
=Salvation is irrevocably linked to faith in Jesus Christ— that is, 

         you must believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

=But listen, that’s not all that Paul says here—

  -Paul always emphasizes both God’s sovereignty and our 
      responsibility without compromising either 
  -There is no one God has chosen who does not believe and there 
       is no one who believes whom God has not chosen.
God Will Keep His Promises to Israel
“Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved…” 


Romans 11:25-26a
=the plan of God for His church and the future place of Israel 
      could not have been gleamed from our common sense
=Paul says this is a mystery – (Biblically) a truth dependent on 
       the revelation and explanation of God
=His plan of salvation is a mystery—concealed but now revealed
    -the Jews reject the Messiah, the Gentiles embrace Him, 
    -the Jews are provoked until they embrace Him 
    -the Jews and the Gentiles dwell together in faith in Christ
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for All Israel Will Be Saved 
May 16, 2021 

Paul has argued throughout Romans 9, 10, and 11 that God’s word (His promise) to Israel has not failed. This morning we came to the peak of the argument as Paul declares that “all  
Israel will be saved.” As a group think about this statement and identify what he means by “all Israel” and just what it will mean for them to be saved.
Look back at the quote from Mark Twain’s The Innocence Abroad. His quote reveals the shock he experienced when he actually visited and understood just how geographically unimpressive the land of Israel really was. It caused him to think about the impact of this place on history – ‘a small country having so large a history.’ What does this say about the ways and the character of God? What should we learn and apply from this in our lives as followers of Jesus?

Do you know someone who needs Jesus but has been (is) particularly difficult to reach with the Gospel? Have you been tempted to give up on them, stop praying for them, or even cut ties with them? Why should you NOT give up on them? How does this text apply to someone like that?

One of the most difficult balancing acts we encounter is that between the sovereignty of God in salvation (God elects those who are saved) and the responsibility of all to believe (faith is mandatory for salvation). Paul highlights both consistently. He is also the ‘poster child’ of this reality! How should we respond to this seemingly contradictory proposition? 

