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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 137: Have Mercy!
Romans 11:25-32
May 23, 2021
“For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy.
32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.”          
            





Romans 11:30-32
“Their (the Jews) preservation is really one of the most illustrious acts of Divine Providence. They are dispersed among all nations, yet not confounded with any . . .  They can produce their pedigree from the beginning of the world. ... After wars, massacres and persecutions they still subsist; they are still quite numerous. What but a supernatural power could have preserved them in such a manner as no other nation on earth has been preserved?”   
                -Thomas Newton (Dissertation on the Prophecies, VIII, 2)

    God “has designed and guided history—both its disobedience 
    and its obedience—so that in the end it will most fully display 
    the reliability of his promises and the magnificence of his 
    mercy—to prevent human pride and produce white-hot     

    worship.”                              -John Piper 
Romans 11:32 shows us “the great overriding principle which governs the whole of God’s dealings with the human race.”





Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
The Sovereign Designer of History
“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”






Romans 11:29 
=there is design for life because there is a Designer of life!
   -we are not the co-incidental outcome of a cosmic accident

   -we are the determined handiwork of an Omnipotent Creator 

=and that very same Creator – that Sovereign Designer is also the 

      Sovereign Driver of History!
Daniel 2:19-22

Daniel 4:34-35
Isaiah 46:9-10
The Shocking Determination of History [Romans 11:28-32]
=Paul is saying that THE central focus and purpose in God’s 
     redemptive plan has been//is to put on display His mercy!
In v. 30-32, Paul shows us that God has worked in the world in 4 distinct phases:
*Phase 1: The time of Gentile disobedience
    “For just as you were at one time disobedient to God…” (v. 30a)
Acts 14:15-18
 Acts 17:26, 27, 30
  -Gentile nations as a whole were ‘let go by God’ 

  -but God in His mercy altered the course of history on a hill 
      outside of Jerusalem!

*Phase 2: The time of Jewish disobedience
  “For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received
   mercy because of their disobedience,”        Romans 11:30
*Phase 3: The time of mercy for Gentiles 
  “…but now (you— Gentiles) have received mercy (and you continue to 

    receive mercy) because of their disobedience,” 
  =this is where we are today . . .  a time of Jewish disobedience is   

       simultaneously a time of mercy to the Gentiles!
  =at any moment, the phase could shift to the final stage—

*Phase 4: The time of mercy on Israel 
“so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy.”       Romans 11:31 
Romans 11:32 tells us why God has done it this way—to magnify the absolute greatness of His mercy and grace!
“Mercy denotes the ready inclination of God to relieve the misery of fallen creatures.”                  A.W Pink
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Have Mercy! 
May 23, 2021 

According to Paul in Romans 11:32, God desires to make His
mercy the apex of His own glory in the eyes of all creation. It is the ultimate reason for the creation of the world and the plan of redemption. What are the practical implications of this revelation for us? 

In Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice, Portia, disguised as a lawyer, pleads for mercy with these words—
    “The quality of mercy is not strained.
      It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
      Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest:
      It blesseth him that gives and him that takes . . . 
      It is enthronèd in the hearts of kings;
      It is an attribute to God Himself;
     And earthly power doth then show likest God's
     When mercy seasons justice.”     

According to Shakespeare, mercy is an attribute of God. Do you think Paul would agree? How is mercy a defining character of God?

It has been said that, ‘without sin there can be no mercy. Misery is seen most clearly where sin is most abundant.’  Do you think this is why God endures our disobedience with such great patience? How does our passage this morning support this assertion? 
Revisit the four phases of redemptive history. In which phase are we now? How do you know (what global evidence to you see to support your assertion)? Why is seeing history in this manner important for Christians? What does it mean practically?
Perhaps the most stunning of all that Paul tells us here is that God uses disobedience as an opportunity to display His mercy. Even more amazing is the fact that Paul tells us this was what God intended to happen (v. 32)! What is your reaction?
