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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 138: Oh, Praise Him! 
Romans 11:33-36
May 30, 2021
“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! . . . 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”          


Romans 11:33, 36
   -doxology:  from the Gk word:  doxa [glory]

   -a doxology is a statement, song, word of praise to God’s glory

In Romans 9 – 11, Paul details for us a Biblical Philosophy of 
   History – some of the awesome details of God's plan of   

   salvation and how it encompasses the Jew-Gentile distinction
“All theology, rightly grasped, leads the mind and the heart to doxology. The story of God is about the glory of God. All revelation of the ways of God leads to exultation over the wonders of God.”                    John Piper 

(I love that – I whole heartedly agree with that!

(and that’s where Paul is here in Romans 11:33—

Theology is simply putting into words what the Bible is teaching about who God is and what He has done/is doing… 

Paul Triggered: The Revelation of God’s Plan of Redemption
“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!”






Romans 11:33
   -some believe this doxology in Rom 11:33-36 is triggered by 

        ALL that Paul has said in the first 11 chapters of Romans

   -but the stronger case is made for these 3 chapters (9-11) and     

        especially the “mystery” revealed in 11:25—

   “. . . I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial 
      hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has 
      come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved…” 

    -although Israel has rejected Jesus and thus been rejected by 

       God... the rejection is temporary and serves the most 

        unexpected and unforeseen purpose 

    -if history has shown us anything at all it’s that left to himself, 

       man is going to sin— he will steal, kill, destroy— he will 

       seek power and seek to dominate those who are weaker
    “God has consigned all to disobedience….

      -consigned:  ‘shut together, shut in on all sides’; used 
           frequently in contexts of imprisonment; the idea is that   

           ‘disobedience’ (sin) has ‘imprisoned’ us’;  it has shut us in 
           the prison of sin with no way out except God’s mercy! 
When you understand— that it is . . .
  -the riches of God’s grace . . . 
  -His exclusive wisdom . . .

  -His all-inclusive knowledge that brings your salvation to pass, 

     you should respond like Paul!
     Even the great Apostle Paul cannot comprehend just how 
     great, how extensive, how far reaching, how deep God’s 
     grace, wisdom, and knowledge really are!

 There are many practical things to be learned from this—

  *Paul praises God for what he knows about God 

  *Paul also praises God for what he doesn't know
Our biggest problem today is that we’ve lost the sense of awe and wonder of who God is! It’s the byproduct of a ‘me-centered’ theology— an “it’s all about me” gospel!
Scripture’s Triumph: The Confirmation of God’s Prerogative
“ ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?
35 Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?’
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”          


Romans 11:34-36
=Paul quotes Isaiah 40:13-14 and Job 41:11 to show Scripture 
   always presents— a sovereign God who does as He pleases 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Oh, Praise Him! 
May 30, 2021 

What does the word ‘doxology’ mean? What is a doxology? How does Romans 11:33-36 fit the category of doxology?

John Piper has written, “All theology, rightly grasped, leads the mind and the heart to doxology.” What does he mean? Do you agree with him? If so, why? If not, why? 
What 3 specific aspects (attributes) of God does Paul highlight in his praise of God in Romans 11:33?  Discuss why you think he picked these 3 for inclusion in his doxology?

Romans 11:34-35 are quotes from the Old Testament, a habit Paul regularly employs. Why does Paul routinely quote the OT? What 2 passages does he quote here? Discuss how they support Paul’s assertion that God alone is worthy of glory and praise?
C.E.B Cranfield concluded his commentary on this passage—

     “Paul has certainly not provided neat answers to the baffling   

      questions which arise in connection with the subject matter of   

      these three chapters. He has certainly not swept away all the   

      difficulties. But, if we have followed him through these 

      chapters with serious and open-minded attentiveness, we may   

      well feel that he has given us enough to enable us to repeat 

      the ‘Amen’ of his doxology in joyful confidence that the deep    

      mystery which surrounds us is neither a nightmare mystery of   

      meaninglessness nor a dark mystery of arbitrary omnipotence   

      but the mystery which will never turn out to be anything other  

      than the mystery of the altogether good and merciful and 

      faithful God.”

In other words, Paul doesn’t answer every question we may have about the ways of God in salvation, but he has given us enough to be in awe and to say amen!  What do you think?    

