M.B.C. NOTES

One Another!        
Part 1: Life Together 
Romans 12:4-5, Psalm 133
June 27, 2021
“For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”                 Romans 12:4-5
“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!”







Psalm 133:1  
The ‘one another’ commands are not optional) —  they give us::
   -a picture of what life can//should look like in the local church
   -insight into how Christians are expected to live out their faith 
       in the household of God
“Christian community means community through Jesus Christ… It means, first, that a Christian needs others for the sake of Jesus Christ. It means, second, that a Christian comes to others only through Jesus Christ. It means, third, that from eternity we have been chosen in Jesus Christ, accepted in time, and united for eternity.”             D. Bonhoeffer, Life Together
We are living in a post-Christian western culture—

  -it is a highly individualistic culture

  -it is a culture that has been baptized in entitlement
  -and that cultural mentality has invaded the church
The most important aspect of a ‘body’ is the fact that the different systems and parts (members) work together— that is, they ‘do life’ together—

The basis (the foundation) of our Life Together is that we belong to Him – and because we do we are part of one another—

          “We, though many, are one body in Christ!”
Now, that doesn’t mean that we lose our identity as individuals—
 it means there must be a unity that allows us to function in a way that makes a fallen world take notice
In Romans 12:1 – the word ‘therefore’ ties everything in Romans 1-11 (the theology of Romans) to Romans 12-16 (the practical application of Romans)—if you have been:

      *‘justified by grace through faith in the person, work of Jesus

      *if your hope is that there is no condemnation because you 

           are in Christ

     *if you’re counting on nothing separating you from the love of 

          God that is in Christ Jesus

     *and if you’re banking on everything that you go through in 
         this life working together for good because you love Christ 

         and have been called according to His purpose—

    THEN you must understand this—

     *you no longer belong to you— you’re His – part of His Body

     *and because you do . . . there are ‘one anothers’ that apply to 
        you— you are expected to do Life Together with brothers!
The “One Another” commands show us how God expects us to behave toward other believers.   

  (we must understand— you cannot ‘one another’ one    

          another IF you do not live life together!
  (it’s impossible to live out the ‘one another commands’ if you 

         see the Church as optional— as nothing more than a place 

         to go when you feel like it
A culture filled with fear, anger, hostility and unmitigated self-interest needs Christ-followers who live and love like Jesus, doing life together!
“It is easily forgotten that the community of Christians is a gift of grace from God, a gift that can be taken from us any day . . . let those who until now have had the privilege of living a Christian life together with other Christians praise God’s grace from the bottom of their hearts. Let them thank God on their knees and realize: it is grace, nothing but grace, that we are still permitted to live in the community of Christians today.”     Bonhoeffer
And Furthermore . . .
Thoughts and questions for Life Together
June 27, 2021
Psalm 133 doesn’t have the words “One Another” in it but it does have the cornerstone for our life together— the unity God gives His own in the person and work of King Jesus! Read this Psalm and think through these ‘interesting’ similes.

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is
    when brothers dwell in unity! 
2 It is like the precious oil on the head,
    running down on the beard,
on the beard of Aaron,
    running down on the collar of his robes!
3 It is like the dew of Hermon,
    which falls on the mountains of Zion!
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing,
    life forevermore.”       Psalm 133:1-3

According to this Psalm, it is both ‘good and pleasant’ when ‘brothers’ ‘dwell in unity.’ Who are the ‘brothers’ referred to?

What is genuine Biblical unity?  

Life together in the body of Christ is supposed to be sweet— but that’s not always the case. Why is that? 
Psalm 133 is difficult for us—

   -it made perfect sense to its original audience

   -not so much to a 21st century American church audience

David’s inspiration may well have been his friendship with Jonathan, the son of King Saul. What do you know about their relationship? They should have been mortal enemies— why? How do you explain their ‘blood-brother bond?’

David illustrates the goodness of unity among the people of God by drawing on history and geography. The first simile is from the

anointing of Aaron (Leviticus 8–9). The imagery isn’t meant to draw our attention to the hair on Aaron’s face. It’s meant to focus on the whole anointing ceremony. The imagery is a literary device called a metonymy [one part is a substitution for the whole]. David is emphasizing that when Aaron (the high priest) 
received God’s blessed anointing, all the others benefitted. In serving God, Israel’s priests enjoyed unity and, in fact, all Israel benefitted! How could we apply this picture to the Church today?
In verse 3, David moves from history to geography as he tells us that the blessedness of unity was like the dew of Mount Hermon.   

Mt. Hermon was the largest mountain in the area and it was  renowned for providing refreshing water to all those regions under its shadow. There is a principle David emphasizes here— all blessing comes from on high. God is the source for our Life Together— it’s not something we can create, but something God gives! Why must our life together of necessity be this way?
When a local church centers around Jesus there is the promise that the heavenly experience of fellowship will follow. What the world seeks to produce is some kind of sappy, sentimental unity devoid of truth, but what Christ gives is a true family gathered around Jesus. In this union with Christ we will find resources to Love One Another. It is in Christ that life, abundant life, life forevermore is found. Life together is the extension of the life God gives us in Christ. Why do you think that’s by sovereign design?

How are the ‘One Another’s’ concrete ways for us to take interest in others, such that our fellow brother or sister’s joy in the Lord is our goal? 
