M.B.C. NOTES

One Another!        
Part 2: Love One Another 
John 13:31-35
July 4, 2021
“When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you,
that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’”                 
John 13:31-35
“The earliest Christian writings, highly theological and directed primarily at Christian readers, present the life of Jesus and the beginning of the church as the turning point in history, whereas non-Christians see the Christian community as a tiny, peculiar, antisocial, irreligious sect, drawing its adherents from the lower stratus of society.”         R. L. Wilken, The Christians as the Romans Saw Them  

(How then did the Church make inroads into Roman culture—  

     what eventually attracted Roman pagans to Christian belief?

“We don’t take the gifts and spend them on feasts, drinking-bouts, or fancy restaurants. Instead we use them to support and bury poor people, to supply the needs of boys and girls who have no means and no parents. We support the elderly confined now to their homes. We also help those who have suffered shipwreck. And if there happen to be any in the mines, or banished to the islands, or shut up in the prisons—for nothing but their fidelity to the cause of God’s Church—they then become the nurslings of the confession they hold [as we take them in to help them]. Primarily it is the acts of love that are so noble that lead many to put a brand upon us. “See,” they say, “how they love one another!”                             (Tertullian, Apology, chapter 39)

And that’s where we begin the foundation (cornerstone) of the ‘one another commands’ and Life Together— ‘love one another’
In the light of the Cross and Resurrection of Jesus, the primary expectation, the one that will have the greatest impact on any pagan culture at any time in history is— love one another: just as I have
loved you 
(we think we know a thing or two about love— 

       “The new command is simple enough for a toddler to 
          memorize and appreciate, profound enough that the 
          most mature believers are repeatedly embarrassed at 
          how poorly they comprehend it and put it into practice.”






D.A. Carson

 (The new command is not ‘new’ because nothing like it had 
        ever been said before . . .

 (the new commandment is NEW in that a new standard is 

     applied to it . . .  

      “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, just 

          as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”            
     *this commandment is now the marching order for Disciples

     *it is a command designed to reflect the relationship of love 
          that exists between the Father and the Son 
     *it is designed to bring this new messianic community the 
           kind of unity that characterizes Jesus and his Father 
     *AND—it’s designed to attract a heart hungry for genuine   

           love

If Christians would love one another like this the Church would   become what it was intended to be— a great witness to the world without saying a word!
“It is when men see that we are prepared to suffer for the faith which we say we hold, that they will begin to believe that we really hold it. If a thing costs us nothing men will value it as nothing.”            William Barclay

(The key:  Before I can overcome in love I must be overcome   

      by love – His love –  sacrificial serving love   
*Love for one another is not an option

*Love for one another is costly

*Love for one another changes the world
And Furthermore . . .
Thoughts and questions for Love One Another
July 4, 2021
For the past two weeks and the next several weeks I will remind you that, ‘the Christian life is a corporate life with expectations for all who enter into it.’ Take a few minutes to parse (break down) this statement. How does this statement reflect the ‘one another commands’?

I gave you a quote from Robert Louis Wilken in how the average Roman citizen saw Christians in the first three centuries – he said, ‘non-Christians see the Christian community as a tiny, peculiar, antisocial, irreligious sect, drawing its adherents from the lower stratus of society.’ Do you think non-Christians today see Christians this way? Why or why not? How do you think Christians are ‘seen’ today by non-Christians?
In John 13:34 Jesus said to His disciples, ‘a new commandment I give to you, that you love one another…’ The reality is that ‘love’ was the foundation of the great commandment! So, what was ‘new’ about this commandment to ‘love one another’? [Hint: the answer is found in the context of the verse – 13:1-30]

Jesus is the pattern for us to love— self-less sacrifice. But He is also the power that enables us to be self-less and sacrificial (we see this if we follow through with John 14 and 15). Why is it important that we understand this? Are we capable in our own power to ‘love one another as Jesus loved us?’

Jesus said the key to His love was His relationship with the Father: “I abide in His love” (John 15:10). Jesus lives in constant and perfect union with the Father. What does that imply for us? 

What are some examples in the New Testament of the ‘consequences’ of believers loving one another as Christ loved us? [Walk through the book of Acts]
