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“And a ruler asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 19 And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone . . . ‘One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.’ 23 But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 24 Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, ‘How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!’”      
     
 
                                             Luke 18:18-24
The Question— What Must I Do?
“And a ruler asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 
=he is a ‘ruler’ – a religious ruler of Israel—

    -there are some obvious things about him— he thinks he’s a  
        good person, a godly person, a pious man
    -but his opinion is very much like most people’s self-evaluation 

        today— not based on objective standards as much as purely 
        his own subjective opinion

The Opening Salutation—  “Good Teacher, I have an important   

     question that I want to ask You.”
  -“Good Teacher” is a kind, respectful thing for him to say
 
  -the question betrays the common belief of Judaism— that the 

      Kingdom (salvation) was earned…could be merited…

The Cross-examination—
“And a ruler asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 19 And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.’”                            Luke 18:18-19
-He is reminding the ‘ruler’ of the teaching of the Law—

        “Oh give thanks to the Lord for He is good…”   I Chron 16:34

        “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man 

            who takes refuge in Him.”            Psalm 34:8
        “The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; He knows 
           those who take refuge in Him.”     Nahum1:7

    --God has an exclusive claim on goodness!
    --so to call Jesus ‘good’ was to make a profoundly theological 

         statement about Jesus— he was calling Him, God!

         -does this young ruler realize this?

The Commandments (vv. 20-21)

The Question Jesus Didn’t Ask (vv. 22-25)
  -He didn’t ask Him about commandments 1-4
  -He didn’t ask Him IF he loved God . . . He exposed his ‘god’
  =he’s an idolater at heart— he worships his money
  =“Many are ready to give up everything for Christ’s sake 

       excepting one darling sin, and for the sake of that sin are 

       lost forevermore.”             J.C. Ryle 
“There was no region even in the innermost depth of one’s soul…which one could surround with a barbed wire fence and guard with a notice ‘No Admittance.’ And that was what I wanted; some area, however small,  of which I could say to all other beings, ‘This is my business and mine only.’”


C.C. Lewis, The Question of God 

   -as long as you say this to God, you’ll never follow Jesus

   -and you’ll never enter the Kingdom

   -this is what the rich young ruler was doing— it’s really what 

         we all do!

Seems like salvation then becomes impossible— that’s what the disciples discerned in this exchange—

        “Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be saved?’”





Luke 18:26
Answer: the grace of God!

“   But he said, ‘What is impossible with man is possible with God.’”






Luke 18:27 

