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“And he said to them, ‘Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many times more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.’”      
     
Luke 18:29-30
   “The tiny, persecuted church meeting in a basement in China,   

     Canada, or the Middle East that is grounded in the Word of   

     God (solid rock) has infinitely more spiritual power than the   

     impressive ‘church’ drawing 1000s by sharing a world-  

     approving, flesh-pleasing “gospel” grounded in the word of     

      men (sinking sand).”                 Owen Strachan
(to follow Jesus means I will pay a price, not have all my 
      ‘wildest dreams come true!’
Let’s pick up here tonight— (Luke 18:24-25)
“Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, ‘How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the
 kingdom of God.’”                   (vv. 24-25)   
 =what if following Jesus demanded losing material wealth— 

        would ‘believers’ still follow?

 =this is an appropriate question to follow— since that is indeed 
      the very question put before the rich young ruler by Jesus!  
Jesus’ response to the young man is enlightening… it is spiritually eye-opening! 
(what Jesus tells the rich young ruler actually turns him away! 
(that’s because entrance into the kingdom, or salvation, involves 
      recognition of your utter sinfulness and inability to earn favor 
       with God.
   -you must see the Lord Jesus Christ as the absolute and all-
      consuming priority of your life even if it costs you everything 
   -again, it’s all about denying yourself, taking up your cross and 
       following Jesus

How hard is it for the prosperous to be saved? Really hard!

“For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.’”                   (vv. 25)   
=hyperbole— a way to express something that couldn't happen
   [Mark 10:23-26] 

   -salvation is not just difficult for the wealthy . . .

   -it’s difficult PERIOD

Why is this so?  
  =the sinner has no power within himself to change  
  =a sinner cannot abandon his own self-deceiving, wretched, 
        wicked heart and his own fallen nature
  =you cannot on your own power abandon sinful priorities.  
     “The imagination of a man's heart is only evil continually. His 
        heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.  He 
        can't change himself . . . The Ethiopian cannot change his skin.  
        The leopard cannot change his spots.”               Jeremiah

So where does this leave us?

“Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be saved?’”





Luke 18:26
“But he said, ‘What is impossible with man is possible with God.’”






Luke 18:27 
  -with men it is impossible – 

  -it is a God thing . . . a grace change

  -Only God can change the heart
What about us?  [Luke 18:28-30]
=Peter’s “what about us?” response shows me that he gets it!

=what Peter really said was:  ‘we left our things’ meaning— 
      ‘we’ve left everything to follow You’

          Jesus is worth whatever it costs me – any sacrifice.

