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“As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant.
37 They told him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.’ 38 And he cried out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 39 And those who were in front
rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’”                                Luke 18:35-39
The Blind Man Saw Who Jesus Really Was
“They told him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.’ 38 And he cried out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’”                 Luke 18:37-38 
 =by calling Jesus— ‘Son of David’ – the blind man indicates 

         that he ‘saw who Jesus really was!’
(this blind man understands something that most of the 

         disciples at this point  [see Luke 18:31-34]

     -he understands that Jesus is the Messiah
     -Son of David is a Messianic name

(Son of David is not frequently used in the NT…
          “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son 
              of Abraham.”                  Matthew 1:1
     -but it was familiar to any Jew who knew Scripture’s teaching
     -it appears in Jewish literature as such for the 1st time in the 
        apocryphal book, the Psalms of Solomon (1st or 2nd cent BC) 
“Behold, O Lord, and raise up unto them their king, the son of David, At the time in the which Thou seest, O God, that he may reign over Israel Thy servant 24 And gird him with strength, that he may shatter unrighteous rulers, 25 And that he may purge Jerusalem from nations that trample (her) down to destruction . . . He shall judge peoples and nations in the wisdom of his righteousness. Selah.    Psalm of Solomon 17:21-29
(the basis of the title ‘Son of David’ – is found in the covenant 
      made with David in 2 Samuel 7

“When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. . . 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’
17 In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.”      2 Samuel 7:12, 16-17
(is it not amazing that this blind beggar— Bartimaeus— seems 

     to have understood the significance of that name more than the 

    Jewish leaders AND he recognized the ‘son of David’ in Jesus! 

The Blind Man Saw What He Really Needed 
“And he cried out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 39 And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’”         Luke 18:38-39 
=by calling Jesus, ‘Son of David’ he was acknowledging Him to 

     be the promised Messiah, the Savior of His people
=his personal appeal for mercy is tantamount to a call for 

     salvation— 

=What can I do for you? What do you want?

     -I want what only You can do— I want the impossible— I 

           want a miracle— I want mercy!
     -he believes that Jesus can give him his sight . . . more 
         important, he believes Jesus can save him!
     -“Your faith has made you well” . . .  the verb there is not
         the word for ‘to heal’ but rather the word for ‘to save’
(3 essential elements to personal saving faith—
  *Knowledge— call it the intellectual dimension if you want—

      -you have to know who He is and what He’s done
  *Belief— faith begins in the head but it doesn’t stay there— 

        belief or assent comes from a regenerate heart
  *Trust— the volitional dimension of faith – trust is the act of 

         resting in the truth

     -trust is unconditional surrender to Jesus 

