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“And when they saw it, they all grumbled, ‘He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.’  8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have
defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.’ 9 And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.’”                            
Luke 19:7-10
Perhaps the biggest mistake we make with this story is to look at it (read it) in isolation from what has preceded it—
     -(1) the blind beggar story that happens near Jericho 
     -(2) the rich young ruler who loved his money and when Jesus  
            told him to give it away and follow Him, he couldn’t do it
              [Zacchaeus turns out to be a camel!]
 =Jericho, in the 1st century, was a high density trading center 
     with trade routes going in all directions —  trade caravans  
     meant that it was a busy place
 =Tax collectors had a high profile in Jericho because it was one 
     of the 3 regional tax centers in the land of Israel—Capernaum 
     to the North, Caesarea on the coast, and Jericho in the south
 =here comes Jesus and this curious, pilgrim crowd—what a 
     chaotic event this would have been!
 =the most important detail of this story is found in the last 
     verse— “I have come to seek and to save the lost”
The Curiosity of a Man Named Zacchaeus
“He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was…
3 details are given about Zacchaeus 
  *he was a ‘chief tax-collector’
      -not just a tax-collector…but a ‘chief’ tax-collector

      -which means he not only collected taxes himself but had 
            people under him who collected taxes.
  *he was rich
       -he became wealthy simply by taking a % off those under him 
       -and he certainly took advantage of it—  
  *he was curious about Jesus
     “And he was seeking to see who Jesus was…”    Luke 19:3
      -Luke does NOT say that Zacchaeus was seeking Jesus
      -he says that Zacchaeus was ‘seeking to see who Jesus was’
          “He was trying to get a look at Jesus…”    (NET)
  Why was he trying to “get a look at” Jesus?
   -a natural curiosity— climbing a Sycamore tree is merely a 
       necessity to physically see Jesus [Zacchaeus is a short fellow]
   -what he’s heard about Jesus 

   -the report of fellow tax-collectors

      *Jesus spent a lot of time with ‘sinners and tax-collectors’
          “The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look 
             at him, a glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and 
             sinners!’”                                           Luke 7:34
      *had Zacchaeus heard about Matthew? 
The Conversion of a Sinner Named Zacchaeus    Luke 19:6-10
(this story is an illustration of the principle put forth by Jesus in 

       the last verse of this passage— Luke 19:10

(Zacchaeus is the poster child for the impossibility of a rich man 
       entering the kingdom of God 
 (Nobody expects what happens to Zacchaeus in this story to 
         happen. But — Jesus found him!
When Jesus ‘finds you’ He changes you!
‘So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully…’ (v. 6)

‘And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, Lord, the half of my 
    goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 
    restore it fourfold.’   (v. 8)

