M.B.C. NOTES

One Another!        
Part 3: Welcome (Accept) One Another
Romans 15:5-7
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“May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”                 
                                     Romans 15:5-7
When you become a Christian, you experience new life in Christ—God puts you in a relationship with brothers and sisters. We then live Life Together!
The Issue that prompted ‘accept one another’—

  (Christians in Rome were ‘rejecting…canceling…refusing to 

          have anything to do with’ one another over certain beliefs
A Post-Truth Worldview – relating to or denoting circumstances 
    in which objective facts are less influential in shaping public 
    opinion than appeals to emotion and personal beliefs. 
    (I live my life and do what I do because of how I feel and   

          what I personally believe even if it contradicts objective 

          facts or undeniable truth! 

“Among other things, the philosophy of ‘your truth’ destroys families when a dad suddenly decides ‘his truth’ is calling him to a new lover, a new family, or maybe even a new gender. It’s a philosophy that can destroy entire societies, because invariably one person’s truth will go to battle with another person’s truth, and devoid of reason, only power decides the victor.”       -Brett McCracken, The Wisdom Pyramid 
“Your truth” autonomy errone​ously suggests we can live unencumbered and uninfluenced by the various structures that surround us (families, churches, cultures, biology, etc.). But it becomes impossible to form community when everyone is their own island, with no necessary reliance upon larger truths or embeddedness within a bigger story.”   McCracken
An Explanation for The Exhortation

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”                 
                                     Romans 15:7

  -the Jewish Christians looked down on the Gentile Christians   

      because of certain personal beliefs and practices…

  -Jewish religious traditions were carried over into the church 

      and so engrained in them that they could not distinguish 
      between Jewish cultural tradition and freedom in Christ

(Result: Jewish Christians would not ‘accept’ (welcome) these   

                   Gentile Christians— they were ‘canceling them!’
A Clarification of the Expectation 

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”                 
                                     Romans 15:7

    =ESV, NRSV, CSB – ‘welcome’

    =NASB, NIV, NLT – ‘accept’

    =KJV, NET – ‘receive’
     Specifically: to take as one's companion

  to take by the hand in order to lead aside

  to take or receive into one's home, with the   

      collateral idea of kindness

  to receive, i.e. grant one access to one's heart
=this is to receive or accept into one’s society, circle, family
An Expectation -- Romans 15:1, 5-7
=it is expected that as a Christian you will recognize and accept 

      the obligations that go with being a Christian
=when we ‘receive’ one another that way— God is glorified 
        and the world takes notice!
An Application— how do we do that?
  =understand the basics—

    *God has accepted him in Christ 

    *he is your brother

    *Jesus has ‘accepted’ you!

“When Christ has accepted someone are we to say that we will not take hm as a Christian brother? Our attitude to others must flow from the transformation wrought by Christ.”    Leon Morris  
And Furthermore . . .
Thoughts and questions for Accept One Another
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I have stated that “the Christian life is a corporate life— it is designed to be lived and experienced together!” What evidence do you see that this is indeed the case? How do you understand the Church as doing ‘Life Together’? Why do you think we are more prone to focus on ‘me’ than on ‘the body’?

According to Romans 14:1 and 15:7, what does Paul mean when he says to “accept one another?” What (or better, who) is the primary example that he uses to ensure that we understand what he means?

What was the main issue in the Church at Rome that provoked Paul to issue this particular ‘one another command? {If necessary read Romans 14 together}.

What is the ultimate purpose for which we ‘accept one another?’ How exactly do we bring glory to God when we accept one another?

Brett McCracken writes in his book, Uncomfortable—

“It’s uncomfortable doing church with people who are very different from us. But unity amidst diversity is one of the greatest testaments to the power of the gospel. It’s an uncomfortable thing we must strive for.” How does ‘accepting one another’ prove the power of the gospel? 

A great commentary on ‘accept one another’ is James 2:1-9. Read these verses and reflect on the ‘sin of partiality’ as a failure to ‘accept one another.’ 

