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One Another!        
Part 4: Pray for One Another
James 5:13-18
July 18, 2021
“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.”                                                          James 5:16
The Challenge of a Difficult Command

“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another…”
“Everything we do in the Christian life is easier than prayer.” 
                                                 Martyn Lloyd-Jones
“For, as for my heart, when I go to pray, I find it so reluctant to go to God, and when it is with him, so reluctant to stay with him, that many times I am forced in my Prayers; first to beg God that he would take mine heart, and set it on himself in Christ, and when it is there, that he would keep it there. In fact, many times I know not what to pray for, I am so blind, nor how to pray I am so ignorant; only (blessed be Grace) the Spirit helps our inf’rmities.”                 John Bunyan

“So many of us struggle with prayer . . . the reason for that is that prayer doesn’t come easy to most of us, in most seasons. And when 
we do pray, our prayers often seek to do a deal with God; or they are tentative in their requests because we’re not sure God will come through; or they are, frankly, so self-centered that they bring little pleasure to the Creator and Savior of the world, as He listens to us present our shopping list of worldly requests to Him.”




Alistair Begg, Pray Big
The Context of a Corporate Command
“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings . . . If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”                     James 1:1, 5 

*James is the half-brother of Jesus     Matthew 13:54-56
*James became the Pastor of the Church at Jerusalem
*James was a man of prayer

  =it comes as no surprise that we find prayer as a central focus 

     in what is certainly the most practical of all the NT letters!

        “James is the Gospel in shoe leather…”  J. Vernon McGhee
‘Few things would do more to revitalize present-day Christianity 

  than a determined effort on the part of believers to take James   

  seriously and put his teachings into practice.’    Curtis Vaughn
The Content of an Essential Command
“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.”                     James 5:16
 -yes, there is definitely a context of sickness and suffering—    

      particularly suffering and sickness associated with sin 

 -BUT— that’s not all that’s here— 

(numerous places in the NT clearly teach that it’s our   

      responsibility as Christians to pray for one another and not 
      just when we’re sick!  
(the 2 greatest examples — Jesus and Paul

      “Therefore He (Jesus) is able also to save forever those who draw 
         near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession 
         for them— that is, Jesus is praying for you!”  Hebrews 7:25
   “Intercession is the truly universal work for the Christian. No 
     place is closed to intercessory prayer: no continent, no nation, 
     no city, no organization, no office. No power on earth can 
     keep intercession out.”                Richard Halverson

“You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.”  
                                                                               2 Corinthians 1:11
 
And Furthermore . . .
Thoughts and questions for Pray for One Another
July 18, 2021
Charles Spurgeon said of prayer— 
    “My own soul's conviction is that prayer is the grandest power 
       in the entire universe, that it has a more omnipotent force 
       than electricity, attraction, gravitation, or any other of those 
       other secret forces which men have called by name, but   

       which they do not understand.”
His point is obviously that we may not understand how prayer works or why but that should not keep us from praying. As a matter of fact we should be even more committed to prayer. Why do we struggle so much with prayer?
I called ‘pray for one another’ perhaps the most difficult of the one another commands. Why is it difficult to consistently pray for others?

A batter from the opposing team once stepped into the batter’s box and made the sign of the cross on home plate. The game was tied in the bottom of the ninth with two outs. Yogi Berra was the catcher. He promptly took his catcher’s mitt wiped off the plate and said to the batter, ‘Why don’t we let God just watch this game?’ That’s pretty good theology for a baseball game but not so much for the game of life. Why is it so important that we pray for one another? What issues should we be sure to include when we pray for one another?

Where are you struggling today? Spend some time this morning praying for one another.

