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One Another!        
Part 6: Forbear and Forgive One Another
Colossians 3:12-14
August 1, 2021
“Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, 
if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”     Colossians 3:12-14
When we read the Bible we’re reading words written to real people who, like us, had real problems and issues — and needed help!
The Church is the people of God doing life together! 
(Is there a more difficult thing to do than to ‘forgive’ someone   

      who’s hurt you— neglected you— disappointed you?
(For the Christian, forgiveness is a matter of obedience. We 

      forgive others because we are commanded to forgive!

   =to forbear—anexomai – to put up with, to bear with, to endure 

            someone or something willingly
   =to forgive—xaridzomai (from xaris— grace) to be gracious, to 

           forgive [the implication: give what they do not deserve]

These Christians at Colossae are being instructed//exhorted by Paul to live together with forbearance and forgiveness!

The Context of the Colossian Command

=the ‘Colossians Command” is what I’m calling 3:13— “bear   

      with one another . . . forgive one another”

=why did Paul issue this command— what had happened that 

     made it necessary for Paul to tells these brothers.:

   ‘…you MUST bear with and must forgive one another.’

Here in Colossae the root problem was a doctrinal conflict that had infiltrated the church and threatened to undermine unity and fellowship …and subsequently, the very witness of the church

=false teachers would infiltrate the church and confuse the young   

        converts in Colossae—

=teaching an odd-mixture of Christian truths with Jewish ritual 
        practices and even pagan beliefs and practices
What you believe determines how you live and how we live life together as the Body!
Paul’s answer to the conflict and division at Colossae was – 
   the supremacy of Jesus . . . the sole sufficiency of Christ   
The Content of the Colossian Command
“Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, 
if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”     Colossians 3:12-14
Two believers who will align under the supremacy and pre-eminence of Jesus Christ can resolve any and every conflict!
  -our problem is that we are not always willing to align under the 

        supremacy and preeminence of Christ!

  -that’s why I say that forgiveness is primarily an obedience 

       issue not an emotional issue!

“Forgiveness is an act of the will, and the will can function regardless of the temperature of the heart.”   -Corrie Ten Boom

3 Specifics—

The Radical Nature of It
The Relational Nature of It
  -everything he writes here presupposes community!
The Redemptive Nature of It

  =forgiveness is a redemptive act— it restores the broken!

And Furthermore . . .
Thoughts and questions for Forgive One Another
August 1, 2021
What is forgiveness? What are the essential components of forgiveness? [think in terms of an injury and a resulting debt]

Why is forgiveness, biblically speaking, not primarily an emotional issue but rather an obedience issue?

For the Christian, Scripture is our authority in all matters of faith and life. It has been said, “the Bible is the scepter by which the heavenly King rules His church.”  Why is it necessary for us to be grounded in Biblical teaching this topic of forgiveness?
A fundamental truth of Scripture is that by virtue of our relation to God in Christ, Christians are brothers. We are a unity and community of believers— united in love, in ministry, in life, in mutual commitment and concern. We are bound by our losses and crosses, and our trials and triumphs. The Puritan Pastor, Thomas Manton, once wrote—
     “There is no chemistry like grace. Where grace is, it reigns,   
       and it is the dominant thing in that experience.”  

How does this reality reinforce our commitment to ‘bear with and forgive one another?’
What does it mean to say that our ‘forgiving one another’ is a redemptive act? 
Is there someone from whom you need to seek forgiveness? Are you willing to go to them and obey this command? Are you holding on to some hurt that you need to let go of? 
One final point to ponder. Some have the biggest issue with forgiving themselves. Remember this— C.S. Lewis wrote:
“I think that if God forgives us we must forgive ourselves. Otherwise, it is almost like setting up ourselves as a higher tribunal than Him.”  
