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One Another!        
Part 7: Serve One Another
Galatians 5:13
August 8, 2021
“For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”  
                                                                                   Galatians 5:13
   ‘Brothers, when Jesus saved you…when you repented of your 
      sin and trusted His sacrifice for your sin debt . . . He set you 
      free from sin’s bondage! For the 1st time in your life you are 

      truly free. Do not use that freedom to serve yourself . . . use 
      your freedom to serve one another. His love enables you to   

      do that!]                                          Galatians 5:13
Paul is telling them (and us) that in Christ we have been. . .

       *set free from something –  

       *set free for something 
Paul is talking about a certain kind of freedom . . .

        *not freedom from responsibility… 
        *not freedom from things I don’t want to do…

        *not freedom to live the way I please…

Jesus Bought My Freedom
“For you were called to freedom, brothers…”     (v. 13a)
=Gal 5:1 – Paul states the fundamental thesis of his argument—

       Christ bought us for freedom 
  -Paul is using the language of associated with the purchasing  

        of slaves in the Roman slave market

      --a price was paid in order to ‘redeem’ a slave— ‘   

      --redemption’, in this specific context, was ‘the paying of a    

           price to acquire a ‘slave’— that slave was—

          *being redeemed
          *being bought back from his servitude to another master       

=And there is a critical point that Paul makes here— Christ has 
     bought you out of slavery, don’t be re-enslaved by someone   

     or something else! 
He set you free from your own self-serving flesh!
That Freedom Calls Me to Serve One Another

“For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. ”    (v. 13)

  -I’m given the freedom ‘to serve’

  -because I’ve been set free from my old master (sin//self)…
  -I’m free to serve my new Master –  who calls me to serve    

         Him by  serving you [one another] 
Remember— the foundation of the ‘one another commands’– the 

    one upon which the others grow is – ‘love one another’

 =love one another is founded on His love for you— ‘

     “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as 
       I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people 
       will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”






John 13:34
 =if you love Him…you WILL obey His commands—

 =that includes ‘love one another’
 =‘love one another’ means ‘serve one another’ for one simple   

      reason— love serves others!

   -an interesting observation:
   -in Paul’s letters, there are 3 distinct uses of the word ‘love’-   

      and there are roughly 115 uses of the word—
       *God’s love (and Christ’s love) for us    [20]

       *our love for God                         [5}

       *our love for fellow humans  [90]

(POINT: how do we know // show that we ‘love God’…how do 
       we show that we have faith in God? By loving one another! (And how does ‘love one another’ show itself in real life?

      By serving one another!

Freedom is more than simply doing whatever you want to do 
Freedom is doing what you ought to do!
And Furthermore . . .
Thoughts and questions for Serve One Another
August 8, 2021
The Bible is crystal clear about one thing:  if a person loves God he/she keeps God’s commandments (obeys God’s Word). That is essential in terms of the definition of a Christian. Christian freedom is not freedom to be disobedient to God. How does this inform the command to ‘serve one another?’
True Biblical freedom leads in one of two directions: we either use our freedom as an excuse to sin or we use our freedom as a means to serve others. If we choose self-indulgence, we risk destroying our friendships and tearing apart the family of God.

Look at these 2 simple equations:

         Liberty + Love = Service to others 
         Liberty – Love = Freedom to sin

What is the real key to serving one another?

John Piper gives an interesting insight on understanding what freedom really is for the Christian: 

  ‘To be fully free — free indeed — we must have freedom of
  desire, freedom of ability, freedom of opportunity, and freedom    

  of no regrets” (joy 10,000 years from now). 
This definition suggests that in order to be truly free all four must be present— Opportunity, Ability, Desire, Lasting Joy. How do these four fit together? Where do we tend to fall short?
Martin Luther said that freedom is not the right to do what you want but rather the power to do what you ought. What does this statement reveal about the true nature of ‘freedom’? [Here’s a clue from Bob Dylan:  you’re gonna’ have to serve somebody!] 

What do you think is the greatest hindrance to serving one another?

