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One Another!        
Part 8: The Key to ‘One-Anothering’ 
Galatians 5:25
August 15, 2021
“If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.”  
                                                                                            Galatians 5:25
​“…many Western Christians have been raised in a faith that puts heavy emphasis on the individual (‘personal relationship with Jesus’ and little (if any) emphasis on the communal. If Christianity is mostly about doing your own thing with Jesus, then leaving church becomes easy to justify. If church adds something to one’s personal spiritual walk, then great. But if it’s a hassle or a hindrance, just ditch it. You can love Jesus without loving the church…or so the logic goes. But as much as much as church seems like an ‘easy’ pass in today’s world, the reality is it can be an indispensable source of stability and growth; a treasure trove of communal and Spirit-infused wisdom that we’d be foolish to neglect. The church, the people of God, is second only to the Bible, the word of God, as a source of reliable and transformative wisdom. Especially in our unwise age, attaching oneself to the church— the global, growing, two-thousand-plus- years-old body of Jesus Christ on earth— can be like finding a lighthouse when you’re lost in a raging sea.”                       -Brett McCracken, The Wisdom Pyramid

    “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
      works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
      but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
      drawing near.”    Hebrews 10:24-25

“We cannot find ultimate unity in Adam, but we can point people to Scripture to show that the human race is not made to hate one another, but to come together in Christ. Wokeness in our time opposes such a conclusion . . . Instead of seeing themselves as part of warring tribes based on heritage and skin color, men and women will recognize that their identity as a human person is God-given, and by His grace, God-honoring.”                  Owen Strachan, Christianity and Wokeness     
“The gospel of Jesus doesn’t just make strangers into friends. It makes enemies into brothers and sisters. The church is a family created by grace. Just as Jesus called fishermen, tax collectors, and zealots into his flock. And when Christ is our God, everything else falls into proper orbit around him. He is exalted above our preferences and affinities.”      Jared Wilson
“If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.”                  
                                                                                          Galatians 5:25-26
 -the key (the secret) to one anothering —  to consistently ‘love, 
    accept, forgive, encourage, to serve one another’— is to daily   

    ‘keep in step with the Spirit… to live by the Spirit’ 

How do I ‘walk by the Spirit’? How do I keep in step?
 -to “keep on walking” 
    --to walk is to take a series of small steps in the same direction 
         over a long period of time 
    --walking implies steady progress in one direction by means of 
         deliberate choices over a long period of time
 -to walk in the Spirit is to “let your conduct be directed by the 
     Holy Spirit…to make progress in your life by relying on the 
     guidance of the Holy Spirit” 
(Walking in the Spirit is not some mystical experience 

        reserved for a few special Christians…it’s God’s design 
        for normal Christian living . . . choosing (by God’s grace) 
        to live His way
(The phrase “keep in step” is a military term that describes a 
     soldier standing in the ranks—

     --a good soldier, doesn’t lag behind or go ahead
     --he simply “keeps in step” as he follows the leader 
“It is by God’s grace that a congregation is permitted to gather visibly around God’s word and sacrament in this world. Not all Christians partake of this grace. The imprisoned, the sick, the lonely who live in the diaspora, the proclaimers of the gospel in heathen lands stand alone. They know that visible community is grace . . . It is easily forgotten that the community of Christians is a gift of grace from the kingdom of God, a gift that can be taken from us any day.”               Dietrich Bonhoeffer
And Furthermore . . .
Thoughts and questions for The Key to One Anothering
August 15, 2021
In his book, The Wisdom Pyramid, Brett McCracken writes: ‘The church, the people of God, is second only to the Bible, the word of God, as a source of reliable and transformative wisdom.’ Discuss his assertion. How has this series of messages on the ‘One Another Commands’ illustrated that assertion? 
According to Galatians 5:17, 25 what is the real ‘key’ to obeying the one another commands? What keeps us from obeying these commands? 
What does it mean to ‘keep in step with the Spirit?’ How does this military image help us to more clearly understand the essence of the Christian life?

What does Paul give us in Galatians 5:16-26 to help us evaluate our progress (how we are doing) in the Christian life? [That is, if I’m wondering how I’m really doing when it comes to accepting or forgiving or serving another brother/sister, what can I look at?)

Jared Wilson wrote a blogpost this week entitled— A Church Only Explained by the Gospel – He writes:
  ‘The church, then, becomes an apologetic for the gospel. Because 
     there can be no natural explanation for why sinners of different   

     ethnicities, ages, family backgrounds, marital status, financial 
     resources, political views, and affinities would not just gather 
     together, but covenant together. God must be real. The gospel 
     must be true. Or else this family wouldn’t exist…’
How do the ‘one another commands’ reinforce this assertion? How do obedient believers help the church become an apologetic for the gospel?
