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“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.’”                                          Luke 18:13-14
Jesus continues to encourage and to exhort and to instruct His disciples— [He will do this all the way to the cross!]
These 2 parables (18:1-8 and 18:9-14) connect  in two ways—

     *the prayer theme joins the two
         -He tells His disciples they should always pray…

         -He tells them by alluding to the Pharisees how to pray!

     *the unexpected element in both
         --the unjust judge was unexpected: God is not like the judge 
         --the unexpected verdict of Jesus: don’t pray like a Pharisee
The Context of the Parable 
“He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt.”       Luke 18:9
  =Jesus continues to teach His disciples in this specific context of 

       confusion, concern, impending separation at the coming of 

       the Kingdom (His 2nd coming) 

The Key to the Parable
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt.”       Luke 18:9
 =this story is designed to do one primary thing— to communicate 

      the true basis for forgiveness / justification with God 

    God’s mercy is the basis for forgiveness and justification.
The Characters of the Parable
“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.”                Luke 18:10
The Pharisee and his Prayer
“The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’”






Luke 18:11-12 
=This Pharisee is self-described as – moral, religious and grateful  

     to God for his morality and his religion!
   -another word for it is— self-righteous 
     
    There is no sense of sin and no sense of need in this prayer. 
But there is something present— a colossal egotism!
=this moral, religious, pious man lacks a sense of forgiveness and 

       exudes a sense of pride [not a good combination!]

=here’s the problem: the Pharisee’s trust is in himself.
=and here’s the real kicker— that sense of being a good person 

         is accompanied by a pride that expresses itself in 

         condescension and contempt for those fail to meet his 

         standard
The Tax Collector and his Prayer
“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’”







Luke 18:13
2 Things missing in the Pharisee’s prayer but present here—

  *Humility— the posture reflects abject humility

  *Faith—the petition reflects God-focused trust
Jesus’ point— nothing we do is the basis for God’s acceptance of us. Jesus alone is the basis for God’s acceptance—
     I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the    

     other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one   

     who humbles himself will be exalted.’”                 Luke 18:14

