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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 139: You Better Think! (Part 1)
Romans 12:1
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“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”                            
                                 Romans 12:1 
“So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’”           Romans 1:15-17 
   =Romans 1-11 explains the ‘Gospel is the power of God for 

          salvation to everyone who believes . . . in it (in the Gospel) the 
          righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith….

   =Romans 12-16 expounds ‘the righteous shall live by faith’
      The gospel is not just something you believe…the gospel is 

       something you live!
“(Paul) turns in Romans 12 from exposition to exhortation, from the Gospel to everyday Christian discipleship . . .  in spite of our newness in Christ holiness is neither automatic nor inevitable. On the contrary, pleas for good conduct need to be issued and reasons need to be given.”      John Stott
(It is never enough simply to know the truth; at some point you 

     must live the truth. When you truly embrace the truth, the 
     truth will embrace you— 

“Christianity is not only a way of thinking but a way of living, a way of behaving. That is the essential characteristic of this Christian faith. It was never meant to be doctrine only. It IS doctrine and the doctrine comes first; it is truth, and truth comes to the mind, and demands an intellectual response and assent. But Christianity does not stop there…
Christianity is primarily a way of life and the object of the doctrine is
 to enable us to live that life.”                            Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Romans 12:1-2 is the transition point from doctrine to duty—

   from Paul’s exposition of salvation to what that salvation looks  
   like in real life
You’d Better Think! . . . the Call to Authentic Christianity     
The Background of the Call

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God…”                
=the call proper is to “present your bodies as a living sacrifice”
=because of the mercy of God— ‘mercies’ of God toward you…
=the background— the picture of a “living sacrifice” comes from 
       the sacrificial system (the worship ritual) of the OT
The Essence of the Call

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”                 Romans 12:1 
  (the word ‘present’ is associated with the sacrificial system

     -Paul has already used it in Romans 6:13, 16, 19
     -it’s the word in OT sacrifice of laying the animal on the altar

      -it came to mean ‘putting oneself at the disposal of another

(the essence of the Christian life is to put yourself at the 

      disposal of God—

  =Christian living, service, worship is not an hour or 2 or 3 a 
      week activity. It's a 24 - 7 activity— it's a whole life activity. 
The Logic of the Call

“…which is your spiritual worship.”                 Romans 12:1 
“…which is your reasonable service.”    (KJV, NET)

=putting myself completely at God’s disposable is the only 
      sensible thing to do  in light of His mercies!
(He's not saying, ‘just obey and God will show you His mercy.’ (He's saying, God has already shown you His mercy in Jesus 
      Christ… in light of that, give yourself as a living sacrifice
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for You Better Think
August 22, 2021 

Why do we call the gospel ‘good news’? Paul says in Romans 1:16-17 that he is ‘not ashamed of the gospel.’ From what you know about Paul’s life can you understand the love and passion he has for the gospel message? Do you have that kind of passion for the gospel? Are you ashamed of the gospel?
In this morning’s message I said that Romans 1-11 explains Romans 1:16 and Romans 12-16 is an exposition of Romans 1:17 specifically, ‘the righteous will live by faith.’ Discuss this under the banner of ‘doctrine drives devotion.’ Why must doctrine (what I believe) come before devotion or duty (how I live)?
Look at this statement from John Stott—

   ‘in spite of our newness in Christ holiness is neither automatic 
     nor inevitable. On the contrary, pleas for good conduct need to 
     be issued and reasons need to be given.’      
How does Paul’s exhortation in Romans 12:1-2 validate this statement? Why do so many professing Christians seem to be a walking contradiction to what they profess to believe?

Why do think Paul uses the language of the OT sacrificial system as the primary image to apply what he has taught in the first 11 chapters of Romans? 

Why are we called to be ‘living’ sacrifices? Paul calls being a ‘living sacrifice’ logical (reasonable). Explain his argument.

