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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 140: You Better Think! (part 2)
Romans 12:2
August 29, 2021
“Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a sacrifice—alive, holy, and pleasing to God—which is your reasonable service. 2 Do not be conformed to this present world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may test and approve what is the will of God—what is good and well-pleasing and perfect.”                                   Romans 12:1-2 (NET)
Doctrine (what I believe) determines duty (how I live) . . . the     

content of my faith necessarily produces the conduct of my faith
That’s why what I believe matters!

The Essence of the Call of Authentic Christian Life
The Background to helping us understand this Call
The Logic of the Call to Authentic Christian Life
The Key to Accomplishing the Call of Authentic Christian Living
“Do not be conformed to this present world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…”                       Romans 12:2a
Stop Thinking Like the World
“Do not be conformed to this present world…” (NET)
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world…”  (NIV, 1984)
 =‘stop’ thinking like you always have— which is pretty 

       much like a fallen person living in a world hostile to God!

=it’s a mind that has been molded or shaped – conformed – to 
      ‘this world’s ways and patterns’ 
=2 important words to understand here— 
  *conformed — -syn [with] + schamatidzo [“schemes”] –
      -a ‘scheme’ –a large-scale systematic plan for attaining a 
           particular object or putting a particular idea into effect
      -our English verb has a specific connotation:  make plans,   

          especially in a devious way or with intent to do something 
           illegal or wrong   
“If you forgive anyone for anything, I also forgive him—for indeed what I have forgiven (if I have forgiven anything) I did so for you in the presence of Christ, 11 so that we may not be exploited by Satan (for we are not ignorant of his schemes).”       2 Corinthians 2:10-11

“ Clothe yourselves with the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.”                 Ephesians 6:11 
 Paul’s exhortation here is—

  ‘Do not continue to be shaped by / into the pattern of this word!”   
(Question— how am I made to ‘fit in’ (be like) the world?  
      -the primary means is to shape the way we think!
*world— what does Paul mean by ‘this present world’ ?
  3 ideas are inherent to Paul’s use of this word:

  =Life as it is thought of, organized, and lived apart from God
  =Life as result of the fall under the control of the Evil One
             2 Corinthians 4:3-4          Ephesians 2:1-3
  =Life consistent with the ‘flesh’
  (Being conformed to ‘this world’ (thinking like this present 

          age) is living without looking beyond what you can see, as 
          if this world is all that there is! It’s living for today without 
          regard to giving an account tomorrow!

 (the real issue is not conformity to a set of external standards 
 (Paul’s idea of ‘worldly’ here is NOT about a way of acting or 

        behaving— rather, it’s about a way of thinking!
Start Thinking Like a New Creation
“…but be transformed by the renewal of your mind…”
*transformed— is the word, metemorphōthē  (metamorphosis)    

   -used in the NT here in Romans 12:2 and

   -the Transfiguration of Jesus {Matt 17:2, Mark 9:2)

     --it wasn’t merely that His external appearance changed—

     --but that His internal nature was ‘revealed’ – showing who 
           He really was revealed WHY He lived the way He did
   (transformation is primarily an internal change that will be 
         evident by external changes
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for You Better Think (part 2)
August 29, 2021 

What we believe matters more than many of us realize. Over the past two weeks I’ve pointed out Paul’s pattern of giving us
doctrinal foundation before he gives us practical application. Or to put it another way, ‘what I believe determines how I behave.’ Discuss how this is illustrated in the book of Romans. Think of the word ‘therefore’ in Romans 12:1 – what is it there, for?

What does Paul mean when he exhorts us as Christians to. ‘present your bodies as a sacrifice— alive, holy, and pleasing to God’? What is he asking us to do? Why is he asking us to do it? Why does he tell us that it’s the only ‘logical thing to do?’

In order to be a ‘living sacrifice’ there are two things that we have to do— one is negative and the other is positive. Look at Romans 12:2 and identify those two things?

What does Paul mean in this context by the word ‘world’? What does it mean to not be ‘conformed to the present world’? Do we naturally conform to this world?
What’s the difference between ‘conform’ and ‘transform’ as Paul uses these words in Romans 12:2? What does transformation require of me? 
