M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 141: You Better Think! (part 3)
Romans 12:2
September 5, 2021
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”                           Romans 12:2 
“People talk of the sacrifice I have made in spending so much of my life in Africa. Can that be called a sacrifice which is simply paid back as a small part of a great debt owing to our God, which we can never repay? Is that a sacrifice which brings its own blest reward in healthful activity, the consciousness of doing good, peace of mind, and a bright hope of a glorious destiny hereafter?  Away with the word in such a view, and with such a thought! It is emphatically no sacrifice. Say rather it is a privilege. Anxiety, sickness, suffering, or danger, now and then, with a foregoing of the common conveniences and charities of this life, may make us pause, and cause the spirit to waver, and the soul to sink, but let this only be for a moment. All these are nothing when compared with the glory which shall hereafter be revealed in, and for, us. I never made a sacrifice. Of this we ought not to talk, when we remember the great sacrifice which HE made who left His Father's throne on high to give Himself for us.”     David Livingstone
The Key to Accomplishing the Call of Authentic Christian Living
Stop Thinking like the world  
Start Thinking Like a New Creation
(start thinking like a committed disciple of Jesus is supposed to 
      think— think with ‘the mind of Christ’

The Preliminary Step to a Transformed Mind is Salvation
“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”                 Romans 5:1-5 
The Process to a Transformed Mind is Sanctification 
“Do not be conformed to this present world, but be transformed by the 
  renewing of your mind…”
(remember – transformation is NOT changing my list of 
      rules—it’s changing the way I think

(being a living sacrifice requires transformation that is  

      accomplished by a different way of thinking— by a mind that 
      is renewed {and being renewed on a daily basis!}
Correcting an Assumption
 -the renewing of the mind does not primarily mean changing
     what I think about— 
 -the ‘renewing of the mind’ means changing how I think about 
      everything
Starting with the Obvious
 -the obvious is the origin of the mind (or better yet, the 

     Originator … the Creator of the mind) – God!
 -both the doctrine of God and the doctrine of Revelation inform 
      the concept of the human mind— we were created by God to 
      think His thoughts after Him!

‘Did God say?’ was an overture to the mind!
Continuing with Discipleship—  mind renewal is a process

“…seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.”    Colossians 3:1-10 
=salvation changes me— God makes me a new creation – BUT 
    I still have to be discipled…. that means growing spiritually 

=and mentally— it means growing in knowledge of my Creator

       . . . after the image of my Creator!’
Renewing the mind occurs as I set my mind on things above, set my mind on the things of the Spirit, and feed my mind with the Word of God, prayer, and fellowship.
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for You Better Think (part 3)
September 5, 2021 

What does the Transfiguration of Jesus teach us about ‘being transformed’? [Remember, the same word is used for His Transfiguration and for our ‘transformation’]
I believe a common mistake many make is to believe that Christianity is primarily about behavior (a moral system}, that it’s about following certain prescribed rules or expectations. It is not! Christianity is about transformed character not reformed behavior. How do we see this supported by Paul here in Romans 12:1-2? 
The British philosopher, Harry Blamires, said: “There is nothing in our experience, however trivial, worldly, or even evil, which cannot be thought about Christianly. There is likewise nothing in our experience, however sacred, which cannot be thought about secularly.” What did he mean? How does this fit with Paul’s command to ‘be transformed by the renewal of your mind’? 
What is the first necessity in order to be ‘transformed by the renewing of your mind’? Why is this essential?

The Bible clearly teaches that a Christian is a ‘new creature’ or a ‘new creation.’ We’ve been ‘made new.’ Since that is the case, why is it then necessary for us to go through the process of transformation? Why isn’t it instantaneous?  
What are some practical things I can do in order to change the way I think?
