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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 142: You Better Think! (part 4)
Romans 12:2
September 12, 2021
“I appeal to you there  fore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”                           Romans 12:1-2 
“We rightly long to see righteousness and truth and justice prevail. We are actually desperate for what no earthly revolution can produce. We long for the kingdom of God and for Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords. We are looking for a kingdom that will never end and a King whose rule is perfect. This is why Christians pray the Lord’s Prayer . . .There is no clearer call to revolution than when we pray, ‘Your kingdom come, your will be done in earth as it is in heaven. But this is a revolution only God can bring.”                    Al Mohler
How do I become a ‘living sacrifice set apart for serving God’?
Paul’s answer—
   *stop thinking like the world
   *start thinking like the new Creature that you are
The Aim of the Call to Authentic Christian Life
“…that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”                           
(the aim, the purpose, the ‘long game’ of being transformed by 
       the renewing of your mind is that I would become what I 
       already am in Christ!
If you could ask God for anything— what would you ask?

“Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this people, for who is able to govern this great people of yours?’ 11 God said to Solomon, ‘Since this is your heart’s desire and you have not asked for wealth, possessions or honor, nor for the death of your enemies, and since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and knowledge to govern my people over whom I have made you king, 12 therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you…’”                  2 Chronicles 1:10-12
The question you should ask is one that is parallel to what Solomon asked here:  
         How can I know Your will? Lord, give me the wisdom 

            to follow Your ways!
The answer given here is Romans 12:1-2— is to:

  *surrender myself to God as a living sacrifice

  *allow Him to renew my mind— to change the way I think …

       to stop listening to // letting the world shape the way I think 
A Preliminary Caveat
“…that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”                           Romans 12:2 
  -The will of God is not supposed to be difficult to find!

  -as a matter of fact, His will is more obvious than we imagine
  -we too easily confuse ‘Thy will’ with ‘my will’

  -plus, I’m all too eager to give ear to the enemy who will gladly 
       plant a ‘false will of God’ into my mind if I let him     

A Purposeful Conclusion

“…that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good   

   and acceptable and perfect.”       (ESV)

 (There is an ultimate purpose to your salvation . . . that I   

        become like Jesus!
The word ‘perfect’ here is the key to this point — teleios – the 
    ‘designed end’ – the goal or purpose for which we were made.

The ‘perfect’ will of God is realized when I’m consistently transformed by the renewing of my mind!’ 
  -Knowing/testing/discerning/approving the will of God for my 
      life comes as the logical result of doing everything Paul has 
      just told me to do in Romans 12:1-2.
Knowing God’s will is really just a subset of knowing God 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for You Better Think (part 4)
September 12, 2021 

According to Paul here in Romans 12:1-2, what is the ‘formula’ for knowing the will of God? Why do you think so many Christians struggle with the ‘discerning’ the will of God?
We have to be careful when we talk about “the will of God.” The Bible doesn’t always mean the same thing when it mentions the will of God. Use 2 Peter 3:9 to illustrate the difference between God’s sovereign will (will of decree) and God’s permissive will (will of desire). Look at Matthew 26:39 and Acts 4:27-28. How do these verses illustrate God’s will of decree?
In I Thessalonians 4:3, Paul writes— “This is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality.” Is this an example of God’s will of decree or His will of command? What about, “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you (I Thess 5:18).  
This morning I said, ‘the idea of the will of God is problematic for us because we really can’t relate to desire untainted by sin — we don’t have the capacity to ‘want’ untouched by willfulness.’ Discuss this statement. Think of some ways to illustrate this reality. What are some ways that our culture reinforces my assertion that our ‘desires’ (our will) is in bondage to sin?
I like this thought from John Piper—think about it:
“There is a world of difference between praying and laboring for a renewed mind that discerns how to apply God’s word, on the one hand, and the habit of asking God to give you new revelation of what to do, on the other hand. Divination does not require transformation. God’s aim is a new mind, a new way of thinking and judging, not just new information.”

