M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 143: Body Life
Romans 12:3-8
September 19, 2021
“For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another.”                                         Romans 12:3-5 
“Many Christians have been infected with the most virulent virus of modern American life, what sociologist Robert Bellah calls ‘radical individualism.’ They concentrate on personal obedience to Christ as if all that matters is ‘Jesus and me,’ but in so doing miss the point altogether. For Christianity is not a solitary belief system. Any genuine resurgence of Christianity, as history demonstrates, depends on a reawakening and renewal of that which is the essence of the faith— that is, the people of God, the new society, the body of Christ, which is made manifest in the world— the church . . . there is no such thing as Christianity apart from the church . . .to bring hope and truth to a needy world, the church must be the church.”       
                                                        -Chuck Colson, The Body 
A major component of Authentic Christian Life is living it in the context of the Body— as in, the Body of Christ…

You can’t really live ‘the Christian life’ without the Body!

Life in the Body of Christ Begins with Humility

 =the most obvious sign or mark that I have indeed become a 
   New Creation is this:  how do I think (what do I think) about 

    myself (particularly in the context of the Body)
 “Do not super-think of yourself more highly than you ought to 
  think, but rather think of yourself with sober think.”  Rom 12:3
What exactly is Paul saying here?

  =he’s challenging us with ‘humility’— to think with humility

  =Humility is knowing who you are in Christ
  =Humility is knowing that you are what you are (you have what 

       you have) in Christ— by God’s grace!

    “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you…”






Romans 12:3a
Here’s the truth about me and you and Paul and Luther and Spurgeon and Billy Graham—

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”







Isaiah 53:6
=that means that only by His grace are we in any position other 
       than Hell-bound and hopeless!

=Both the renewed mind of Romans 12:2 and the sound judgment   

    of Romans 12:3 are permeated by the awareness that whatever 
    God calls us to do is based purely on His grace to do so.
Body Life Is Designed for Unity 
“For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all 
have the same function, 5so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”                     Romans 12:4-5
=The principle point is unity amidst diversity 
   (We’re not all alike in the body of Christ— but we all matter

   (every Christian is a part of the Body 

   (every part must function in order for the body to function    

          properly and be healthy 
Body Life Demands Participation
“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”                   Romans 12:6-8 
  -here’s the deal:  If you are a Christian …saved by grace, then
      that same grace that saved you, gifted you for the glory of 

      God and the good of the Body of Christ!
  *Every believer has at least one spiritual gift

  *No believer has all the gifts

  *Your spiritual gift enables you to serve the Body effectively

And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Body Life
September 19, 2021 

Today people very often think that they can have a private and personal relationship with God which impacts no other part of their life. How is Paul saying the opposite of that here in this passage? How is the church an antidote to what Robert Bellah calls, ‘radical individualism’ (it’s just Jesus and me)? 
We are also dominated today by a growing egalitarianism— the belief that everyone is the same even in a functional sense [‘If you tell me that people have different functions, you’re robbing them of equality’] For instance, if you say that a woman can't be a preacher, you’re robbing her of equality with men because she can't perform the same function. How does Romans 12:3-8 contradict this idea? 
Why is humility mandatory in the Body of Christ? How would you define or describe humility? How do we demonstrate humility in the church?


Paul tells us that Christians are to serve one another because the spiritual gifts given by God are meant for service in the body. This means that each one of us (yes, that means you too!) is here to use the gift God has given us to serve the Body of Christ here.  

In order for a church to be healthy and to really be the church, every Believer (every part of the Body) must participate. As a group discuss ways to help each part to its part.

