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“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my
beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ 15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.’ When they heard this, they said, ‘Surely not!’ 17 But he looked directly at them and said, ‘What then is this that is written: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?”                    Luke 20:13-17
The Context of the Parable
=Jesus follows up His refusal to discuss His authority with 

   them with perhaps the most powerful parable of all— one with 

   unmistakable meaning— in fact, it’s so unmistakable they 

   know it’s about them!

The Content of the Parable [the Parable Proper]
“And he began to tell the people this parable: ‘A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants and went into another country for a long while.’”
                                                                                                                                       Luke 20:9
=a simple, straightforward, easy to understand story—
“But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ 15 And they
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.”          Luke 20:14-15a
Bottom line— this is a shocking story . . . a provocative story!
Jesus invites the audience to complete the parable— 

  *What will the owner of the vineyard do to them?
  *What do they deserve?  
In Matthew’s account— the crowd answers:

    “When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
      those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
      miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give 
      him the fruits in their seasons.”   Matthew 21:40-41

Here in Luke— Jesus gives the answer—

The Concern f the Parable [what does it mean]
When they heard this, they said, ‘Surely not!’ 17 But he looked directly at them and said, ‘What then is this that is written: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?  18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.’”                   Luke 20:16b-18
=remember— both Luke 20- 21 revolve around this issue of 

      authority— His authority to do what He did in cleansing the  

      Temple and teaching there AND their authority to question all 

       that He does (and says)
=this parable (story) is aimed at these leaders— not the people
What did Jesus mean?

  -the key is in understanding that everything in the parable stood 

       for something connected to them— 

*A man planted a vineyard –   the man is God… the vineyard is 
       Israel —      Isaiah 5:1-2, 5, 7 
*the tenant farmers (the vine-growers) – the ones God put in 
        charge of caring for His vineyard, His nation – that would be 
         the various religious leaders trough the years who were 

        responsible to lead Israel to obey and worship God
*(v. 10) – “When the time came” –

   -“harvest time” – certain seasons in Israel’s history God sent 
        ‘servants’  -- OT prophets, sent to Israel to bring the nation
        back to God (to remind them who they were)— to call the 
         nation to produce spiritual fruit

       --to turn the people back to holiness, to true repentance and 
          the pursuit of righteousness.  
*How were they treated?

   -badly – they were mistreated, beaten, cast out, even killed
 Matthew 23:29-38
*and yet, like the owner in the parable— God is patient and 

     Gracious— and send’s His own beloved Son!

