M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
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September 26, 2021
“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”                                         Romans 12:6-8 
“You may have many reasons not to go to church. Indeed, many people stopped attending during the recent pandemic— as much as one-third by some estimates. You may be one of them. But this book aims to help you rediscover church. Or maybe it can help you discover for the first time why God wants you to make a priority of gathering with and committing yourself to the local church. Simply put, a Christian without a church is a Christian in trouble.”               Collin Hanson, Rediscovering Church

“I know a pastor who often says that no one gets the church they want. But everyone gets the church they need. We all need churches that call us to something greater than ourselves. We need churches that call us finally to God. When we follow the example of Jesus, we get he church we need.”   Collin Hanson

The functional role that I play (that you play) in the Body is tied directly to specific “gifts” given to us by the risen and ascended Lord Jesus Himself— believe it or not, you are gifted!
   “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us…”






Romans 12:6a

   “But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's 
         gift.”



Ephesians 4:7

   “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”      
  




I Corinthians 12:4-7
(you have a contribution to make to the Body…and the Body 

     has a contribution to make to you— that’s the Divine design

The Diversity of Spiritual Gifts

     *I Corinthians 12:7-11, 28 

     *Ephesians 4:11-12     
     *I Peter 4:10-11
     *Romans 12:6-8

-taken together, there are at least 19 different gifts mentioned
-I don’t believe the list is comprehensive or all inclusive
-the Body has been gifted with a rich diversity of spiritual gifts 

     “The fact that they are called ‘gifts’ should always remind us 
        that they are His sovereign prerogative . . . gifts of the 

        Sovereign Spirit.”                     Martyn Lloyd-Jones
The Details of the Gifts
“…let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”                                         

 





Romans 12:6-8 
A 3-fold Category

   *sign gifts    *speaking gifts    *serving gifts.  

A 2-fold Category 
   *speaking gifts    *serving gifts

      *regular (ordinary) gifts     *unusual (extraordinary) gifts

However you chose to classify and understand spiritual gifts, ONE thing is certain— there is ONE ultimate purpose:

   “…whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, 
     as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in 
     everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong    

     glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”      I Peter 4:11
The Deployment of the Gifts 

“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them…”                                  Romans 12:6

  “(Christians) have property in one another and therefore in one   

     another’s gifts and graces.”                John Murray
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Gifted
September 26, 2021 

In his book, Rediscovering Church, Collin Hansen writes, 

“I know a pastor who often says that no one gets the church they want. But everyone gets the church they need.” What’s the difference in ‘a church I want’ and ‘a church I need’? Which of these two ‘churches’ do you think tends to exist today? What ‘church’ do you really need?
How has God primarily chosen to make Himself known today? Why is a renewed mind critical to “loving the Lord with all your mind?”
Why is it necessary for a Christian to be engaged in the Body Life of the church? What happens to a church where members are uninvolved or regularly absent altogether?
What is the significance of the idea of ‘spiritual gifts’ (the word is charismata— grace gifts) in the context of the local church? Are spiritual gifts related to natural abilities? 
How can I discover or discern what my spiritual gifts are? What role does the church play in that discernment?
“All you and I must do is seek to know Him and submit ourselves to Him. We must tell Him that we do not care what we do, nor what we are, as long as we are His and are functioning as He wants us to.”                 Martyn Lloyd-Jones
