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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 145: The Ultimate Birth Mark
Romans 12:9-10
October 3, 2021
“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.”               
   





Romans 12:9-10 
“I am also grieved over the level of division in our denomination and the ugliness of comments leveled between people who don’t agree on the issues. Right now, I’m not sure, “they will know us by our love.” I’d just encourage you to reconsider that social media post before you hit send. Are you in danger of violating Christ’s commands to love your brother or destroying 
your witness over an impassioned 280 characters? Don’t do it.” 

                                                Randy Davis, TBMB President 
    
“They will know you by your love for one another”— is the   ultimate birth mark of the church!
When humility and unity and participation are the reality— the  Church will ‘look’ a particular way…it will be characterized by a 

certain characteristic way of life 
“Primarily, Christianity is a way of life. The Christians were first of all called the people of ‘the way.’ This was not merely because they thought in a particular way, but also because they lived in a particular way and because they died in a particular way. It is vital that we should always proceed from doctrine to practice.”





Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

With Romans 12:9 Paul moves from discussing the Spirit’s charismatic gifting of the church to certain virtues we should see in the church (in individual believers)
The Controlling Principle 

“Let love be genuine…”



Romans 12:9a
=the one definitive proof that you understand what the Body of 

      Christ, the Church, really is— ‘genuine love’

Look with me at these 2 words—

*the agape 
      =seeks the best for another at one’s personal expense

      =agape is an entirely different kind of love!

      =the word, agape, is rarely used outside of the Greek NT
     (why is this word that expresses the ultimate display of 

           ‘love’ used so rarely outside the NT and so frequently 

            in the NT?

          -agape is the love which God ‘so loved the world’ 

          -it is this same sacrificial, giving love that Jesus said would 

               characterize us as His own— 

Early Christians took up this otherwise rare word to express the distinctive nature of the love they had come to experience as the recipients of God’s grace and then the quality of love they were to show to one another. 

*anhupocrite— not hypocrtical

     -NASB:  without hypocrisy

     -NIV:  sincere      -NRSV, ESV:  genuine

(the definitive, ultimate birthmark of the Church IS – 
         genuine, sincere, sacrificial Christian love
  
The Comprehensive Picture
*the 1st unmistakable mark of this love is … hate!

    “. . . Abhor what is evil . . .”    
        “Love is not genuine when it leads a person to do 
         something evil or to avoid doing what is right – as 
         defined by God in His Word.”      Douglas Moo
*the 2nd mark of Genuine Love is  affectionate devotion
    “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing    

      honor.”                                      Romans 12:10
The Christian Church is the one place on earth where it should be possible to trust one another’s love and loyalty without being hurt.
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for The Ultimate Birth Mark
October 3, 2021 

Randy Davis is the President of the Tennessee Baptist Mission Board. He wrote this week of many Southern Baptists as they responded to one another over some controversial issues:  

  “Right now, I’m not sure, ‘they will know us by our love.’”
What is the reference he is alluding to and why is it so important both within the church and as the world watches the church?

Martyn Lloyd-Jones said that for the early church, “Christianity was a way of life. (They) were first of all called the people of ‘the way.’ . . . It is vital that we should always proceed from doctrine to practice.” What defined that ‘way?’ Why must we always move from doctrine to practice?

The sentence ‘Let love be genuine’ in Romans 12:9 is literally ‘the agape without hypocrisy.’ What is ‘agape love?’ What is the defining characteristic of it? Why is it impossible to show this kind of love while being hypocritical?
Explain this statement— the first unmistakable mark of genuine love is … hate [Keep in mind that the word “Abhor” as in ‘Abhor what is evil’ is a very strong word expressing vehement dislike]. Can this type of love ignore right and wrong? 
Scholars of the New Testament and early Church Period have noted that no religious group other than Christians had the concept of ‘brotherly love’ for those who were not related to one another. And yet the early church was largely defined by it. What does that say about the way Christians perceived each other?

