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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 146: Show Them Your Birthmark!
Romans 12:11-13
October 10, 2021
“Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” 

Romans 12:11-13 
“Doctrine is not something merely to be contemplated intellectually; it is something to be applied, something to be put into practice. There is no point or purpose in our knowledge of doctrine unless it leads to a radical change in our lives.”                  Martyn Lloyd-Jones

(Romans 12:9-21 shows us that the most practical application 
      of the call to ‘give yourself as a living sacrifice’ is to live 
      the controlling principle of Life in the Body of Christ— to 
      put on display the ultimate birthmark of  life in Christ—

“Let love be genuine…”
The definitive, ultimate birthmark of the Church—genuine, sincere, sacrificial Christian love

Unmistakable Marks of Genuine Love (agape without hypocrisy)
*the 1st unmistakable mark – Hate!

     “. . . Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.” 
*the 2nd mark – affectionate devotion 
  “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing   
    honor.”                                      Romans 12:10
*3rd mark  – Enthusiastic Service

“Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.”







Romans 12:11 
 =v. 11 contains 3 phrases tied together to express 1 mark or 

     characteristic of genuine love— Enthusiastic Service!
   “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.

        2Serve the Lord with gladness: 

           come before his presence with singing.”          Psalm 100:1-2
(this is about Paul challenging us to put as much effort into 
      our Christianity as we do everything else in life— work, 
      play, hobbies— be a little excited about THE faith!
I’ll let you in on a little secret— 

The world is not moved by half-hearted disciples who ‘sort of’ serve the Lord—

“The glow of the Spirit is the warmth of the soul touched by the love of Christ. It cannot exist apart from the knowledge that we have been loved, that Christ gave Himself for our sins, that we have been redeemed . . . such knowledge causes us to yield in fully surrender to Him as Lord of all. The Holy Spirit, who dwells in all believers, will glow through those who allow Him to fill and direct their lives.”                 Donald Grey Barnhouse
*4th mark – Patient Prayerful Endurance
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.”






Romans 12:12
 -when the Bible talks about ‘hope’ it always has 1 thing in 

     mind— it has that which God has promised but has not yet 

     delivered  
 -and the ‘hope of glory’— is a reference to our ultimate 
       deliverance, to the salvation that awaits, to that day when 

       faith becomes sight
*5th mark – Generous Engagement 
“Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” 







Romans 12:13

    “Regarding the needs of the saints, participating, practicing 

        hospitality”
     (in a very real way— the Gospel spread because Christians 
           opened their homes to others!
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Show Them Your Birthmark!
October 10, 2021 

It is important to know what you believe as a Christian. Doctrine matters! But it is also important to show what you believe in the way you live. Over the past two weeks we’ve been looking at Romans 12 and Paul’s application of this very reality— applying what we believe as Christians (doctrine) to how we live as Christians (devotion). We will continue to see this throughout Romans 12. 
I believe it would be helpful this morning for you to walk through these unmistakable marks of “genuine love” (agape without hypocrisy) and do two things—

  *ask yourself, ‘to what extent does this mark show in me?’

  *and then pray together after each of these marks and ask the 

      Lord to cultivate this quality in you

Here are the 5 we’ve seen so far—

*Hatred of evil  [Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good] 
*Affectionate devotion (brotherly love) [Love one another with 
     brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor] 
*Enthusiastic Service  [Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in  

      spirit, serve the Lord] 
*Patiently enduring in Prayer [Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
       tribulation, be constant in prayer] 
*Generously Engaged  [Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek 
        to show hospitality]
