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“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.” 
                                  Romans 12:14-16 
“If we say that we are people who believe what we read in the first eleven chapters of Romans and then live in a manner that is opposed to that teaching, we bring the very doctrine in which we claim to glory into disrepute. People – particularly today – are much more concerned with what we do than with what we say, so the glory of God and of His great salvation is, in a sense, in our hands and people will judge it by what they see in us. If we talk learnedly about justification, sanctification, and glorification but still live like everybody else in the world, then men and women who observe us will inevitably react by turning away from the gospel. But not only that, these truths are so interrelated and intertwined that we can never enjoy the benefits of our great salvation if we do not obey its precepts.”                              

  




Martyn Lloyd-Jones
If I claim to be a Christian but do not live the Gospel that I say I believe:  *I will lead lost people to reject the Gospel 
               *I will not know the joy of living the Gospel

     “For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have  

        done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his    

        master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you   

        know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”   John 13:15-17 

BUT— what about relating to those who are not on the same page with me — how do we respond, what should we do not IF but WHEN I encounter opposition, hostility, or persecution?
The Reality of Persecution in the Life of a Believer
“Bless those who persecute you…”
=Jesus said persecution (tribulation) is inevitable for a Believer
   “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In 
       the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome 
       the world.”                   

John 16:33
   “Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than 
       his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.”                
 




John 15:20
“You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me.
12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,”                                        2 Timothy 3:10-12

(if you are a Christian you should EXPECT to experience 

      persecution simply because you are a Christian!

(if as a Christian I never experience persecution—
    *I’ve never really made that transition from belief to behavior
    *I have but didn’t recognize it as persecution

The Response to Persecution as a Believer
“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.” 
 





Rom 12:14
=I am to live the Radical Standard of  ‘blessing’ the one who 
     persecutes me! 
    -to bless is the word ‘eulogeo – ‘to speak good of’ – to speak 

         well of them to God!

    -the idea is to ask God to deal with them and have mercy on 

        them— ‘bless and do not curse them’

Paul didn’t invent this response; he’s applying the words of Jesus

                Matthew 5:43-48         Luke 9:51-56
The Reasoning for Responding to Persecution 

“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.”                        Romans 5:10
*Remember the grace God gave to you— you didn’t deserve it
*Remember that lost people do what they do, including 

      persecuting Believers, because they are lost people

*Pray for life changing grace 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for A Radical Standard
October 17, 2021 

Why is it critical for a Christian to live what he says he believes? According to Martyn Lloyd-Jones, what two consequences result inevitably result when we don’t translate doctrinal belief into Christian living?

In Romans 12:14-21, Paul talks about our actions and reactions when we encounter those who are adversarial or an ‘enemies of Christ.’ He tells us in v. 14 that we are “to stop cursing and instead start blessing those who persecute us.”  What does he mean by ‘bless’ (remember, the word Paul uses means ‘to speak good about someone’)? Why should we bless those who seek to do us harm because we’re Christians?

Have you ever experienced persecution for being a Christian? How and why did you experience it? 

In what ways can a Christian experience persecution other than physical threats (like in Muslim cultures)? 

Why should a Christian expect to experience persecution sometimes in life? What should you do or think if you never experience any type of persecution? 
Why should you be gracious and merciful to those who mistreat you? Tie the response of Joseph to his brothers to your answer (see Genesis 50:15-20)
