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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 148: Loving Lost People
Romans 12:15-16
October 24, 2021
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.” 
                         Romans 12:15-16 
How we live out ‘the mercies of God as a living sacrifice’ applies    

  *to how I relate in and to the Body of Christ (the Church), AND

  *to how I relate to a lost world – to those not on the same page

(It’s a given that as a Christian I’m supposed to love my 
      brothers and sisters in Christ— right?
    “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just 
     as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all 
     people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
     another.”                         John 13:34-35
(BUT— it’s also a given that I should love lost people – 

    “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and 
      hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
      those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father 
      who is in heaven.”            Matthew 5:43-45

Loving Lost People Means—
Showing Sympathy to Sinners
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.”






Romans 12:15
-just to clarify— this exhortation to empathy (sympathy) applies 

     to everyone we relate to— Christian or not—
-the point Paul is making is that we should love the others 

      as readily as we love the brothers!

  -it is not easy to feel for those who seek to hurt you!
  -it is not easy to hurt for those who hurt when they want to hurt 

        you . . . nor is it easy to feel joy (to rejoice) with those who 

       rejoice when they’ve just drained the joy from you!

Let me remind you where Paul started this specific exhortation— go back to Romans 12:3—

     “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 
        of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober 
        judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
        assigned.”     Romans 12:3

Living in Harmony with the Selfish
“Live in harmony with one another…”





Romans 12:16a 
=the Greek text literally reads, “think the same things toward 
      each other 
=the word “harmony” implies a beautiful symphony, a collection 
      of instruments playing on the same page at the same time…

Walking in Humility
“…Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.”                                              Romans 12:16b
=don’t be ‘haughty’….’conceited’…’Don’t be a snob!’ 
  -the word means “wise in your own thinking” 
  -don’t think you’re too good to hang out with people who are 
        not in your social class— whatever that class may be
=we can apply this to BOTH— Believers AND non-believers!

   *don’t think you’re better than anyone in the Church— 
   *don’t think you’re too good to hang with sinners outside of the 

         Church!

(NOTE— here in v. 16, the phrase “but associate with the 
     lowly” is literally “to be carried away with the lowly 
    -there are only 2 other uses of this word “carried away with” in 
       In the NT— Galatians 2:13 and 2 Peter 3:17

    -here in Romans 12:16 Paul has deliberately used a word 

         that would be shocking to those who understand it—

   =his point is not that we just choose to associate with the 
            lowly, but that we are we drawn to them!
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Loving Lost People 
October 24, 2021 

As we have worked through Romans 12, we’ve seen Paul give what appears to be a list of ‘moral imperatives.’ But to see these verses this way is to miss the theological foundation upon which they are built. What is Paul really doing in Romans 12? 
What’s the significance of Romans 12:15-16 being ‘sandwiched’ between a reference to being ‘persecuted’ in Romans 12:14 and ‘repaying evil’ in Romans 12:17? 

It is a given that Christians are to love fellow Christians. Is it also a given that Christians are to love lost people? Why or why not? What is the Biblical basis for your answer?

Do you sympathize with ‘sinners’ (lost people)? What about a brother caught in sin? Should you? Why should you?
Go back and revisit the unusual phrase “associate with the lowly” in Romans 12:16. The word “associate with” is only used 3 times in the New Testament and communicates a specific idea— that of ‘being carried away with’ (it’s not a good thing in the other 2 uses in Galatians 2:13 and 2 Peter 3:17). How do these 2 references inform the way we understand Romans 12:16?

