
M.B.C. NOTES
LUKE
Part 148: What Then Is This That Is Written?
Luke 20:17-19
Wednesday, August 25, 2021

“But he looked directly at them and said, ‘What then is this that is written:

   ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? 

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.’  19 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people.” 
                     




Luke 20:17-19
The Context of the Parable
  =the question of authority is the primary foundation of not only   

       this parable but most of what follows in Luke 20 and 21—   

The Content of the Parable [the Parable Proper]
“We should learn to be more thankful for God’s mercy. We have probably little idea of the extent of our obligations to it, and of the number of gracious messages which the Lord of the vineyard is constantly sending to our souls. The last day will unfold to our wondering eyes a long list of unacknowledged kindnesses, of which while we lived we took no notice. Mercy we shall find was indeed God’s darling attribute.”                   J.C. Ryle 

The Concern of the Parable 
=this parable (story) is aimed at these leaders— not the people

  -now, yes, He does indeed want the people to hear it— He wants   

       them to understand it because this parable actually explains to 

       them in simple terms— by using a common image of that day 

       that their inheritance had been usurped by their own leaders!
      *Jesus is predicting— pointing to an imminent reality—

          --they are about to kill the heir of Israel

‘What then is this that is written?’   
=in this parable, Jesus is telling Israel its history—

=He’s telling the people…He’s calling out the leaders—

=AND according to Jesus—

      *God WILL destroy those vine-growers—

      *and sadly, it was more than a ‘temporal judgment’ 

      *a consequence of all this— the custodial care of “the people 

          of God”— changed!   
            “The kingdom of God shall be taken from you and given to a 
                 people, bringing forth the fruit of it.”  Matthew 21:43

  Ephesians 2:11-22
A Reality Check—

 =the leaders of Israel were producing Sons of hell… that’s what 

     you get with a false religious system—

 =awe had better be careful lest we find ourselves in the very 

        same predicament— turning the Gospel into a false hope 

        because we (like the religious leaders of Israel) preach a 

        message that gives no hope!
(Jesus looked them square in the eye—

     -a strong word with specific implication--- ‘a piercing gaze’

     -Luke uses this word only 2x in Luke— here and 22:61

      -He reinforces what He’s just told them by quoting Psalm 118 
    -this Psalm is the source of what became known in NT times as 

        ‘stone Christology’— rooted in the image of Messiah as the 

         ‘cornerstone’ of the true Temple

    -Jesus weds it to something in Daniel— the ‘stone cut without 
         hands’ (from Nebuchadnezzar’s vision in Daniel 2)—
(The Psalm Jesus quotes is about Israel— God’s faithfulness to   

      Israel— just as the nations had dismissed Israel and Israel 
      proved to be the ‘corner stone’ nation – Israel’s leaders had 
      dismissed Jesus, who is the corner stone of Redemption 

=Peter uses this same image preaching in Jerusalem after the    

     Resurrection (Acts 4:8-12) and in I Peter 2:6

