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“And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, 46 ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, 47 who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.’”     Luke 20:45-47
The way we understand Scripture and theology and our ability to apply it is critical for life
Jesus and the Indictment of Hypocrisy
“And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, 46 ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, 47 who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.’”    Luke 20:45-47

Judaism was a religious system that regulated the lives of its adherents in the minutest of particulars  

 -those regulations came partly from written Law, and partly in a 
     mass of oral tradition— interpretations of the Law

 -the result was more rules than you could possibly keep up with

 -hence the need for a class of men whose business it was to   

     preserve and expound these particulars— hello scribes
Jesus is issuing an Indictment against these spiritual leaders!
=An ‘Indictment’ – is a formal charge or accusation of a serious 
     crime— that’s precisely what Jesus does here in Luke 20:46

Luke just scratches the surface of what Jesus said to these   

  hypocritical spiritual leaders— look over in Matthew 23 
(Jesus is formally, publicly, openly charging Israel’s religious 

        leaders with the ultimate sin— religious hypocrisy

Jesus and the Nature of Hypocrisy

“…who like to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, 47 who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers…”
=hypocrisy is making yourself look righteous by covering up sin 
     instead of confessing it
=it’s the sin of pretense – pretending you are what you’re 

      not— attempting to look better than you are
    --the hypocrite lives for self while pretending to live for God
=hypocrisy is a form of pride— 
    actually a form of seeking to be ‘worshipped’ (well thought of)
Jesus is hard on hypocrisy—
*because hypocrisy doesn’t work— it merely covers what needs 

        to be confessed//cut out
*because God sees everything— genuine believers know this!
“Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 2 and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 And he said, ‘Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. 4 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’”                       Luke 21:1-4
 =Luke deliberately juxtaposes the scribes to one of their ‘victims’

   -it is not coincidental that in listing the hypocritical acts of the 

      scribes in Luke 20:46 He includes “devouring widows houses”

   -He then looks up and sees ‘a poor widow’ bringing her offering 

       in contrast to the rich bringing their offerings

Why was this poor widow giving all that she had to feed herself – she shouldn’t have done that!
 -Jesus saw this corrupt system taking the last two pennies out of a 
     widow's pocket…

 -this isn’t about Jesus honoring giving . . .it’s about a victim of a 
     corrupt system who is literally made destitute trying to live up 
     to that system and earn heaven. 

 -Jesus simply makes an observation— 
     =He doesn’t really commend her, or make her an example…

     =what He really does in His observation is point out how 

          unjust this system really is
