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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 149: How to ‘Burn’ An Enemy 
Romans 12:17-21
October 31, 2021
“Repay no one evil for evil but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ 20 To the contrary,
‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.’ 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”             Romans 12:17-21 
 =because God has saved me— because of the mercies of God
 =there are ramifications, implications, obligations—to that 

     salvation . . . ‘Therefore…because of His mercies—'
 =let my life be marked by a genuine, sincere, sacrificial love
     -in how I relate to Believers (the Body) . . . Romans 12:9-13  
     -in the way I relate to non-believers . . . Romans 12:14-21
If we’re completely honest, we will readily admit that what we read here is virtually impossible to do for the average person!
(Understand— Paul’s not giving us a few ethical standards to 

    keep as we go about the business of living life as a Christian

   --the fact is nobody can live the way Paul describes here 
   --this is NOT an ethical system that can be lived by someone 
          who has not been transformed by grace
Christians are called to a way of life that is only livable by the empowering presence of the Spirit of God and the enabling power of the grace of God.

 =there is no greater proof of this than what we read in vv, 17-21

 =I want

If you really want to burn your enemy—

Do Not Retaliate Against Him
“Repay no one evil for evil . . . 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves . . . 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”    
                                                                               Romans 12:17a, 19a, 21 
=restrain yourself against your natural instinct to retaliate
=revenge is, unfortunately, the natural instinct of fallen humanity =Paul is challenging Christians here to restrain the natural and 

      instead to go all supernatural on them!
=in v. 19—  he expands this point
“Beloved, never avenge yourselves…”    (v. 19)
  -do not take on the spirit of revenge . . .why?

  -because it is not my job to pay back wrongs— that’s actually 
      God’s job—

   “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for 
       it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’”  Rom 12:19
=and then in v. 21—

    “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
   -Paul’s not saying to think nice thoughts about him—

   -he’s saying to do nice things for him!


     =there is no greater contemporary example of this than in the 

          life of Elizabeth Eliot

     =there is no greater ultimate example than Jesus on the Cross
When life turns against me, how I respond reveals the measure of the grace of God in me!
Do Respond by Doing Good
“Repay no one evil for evil but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.” 



Romans 12:17b

NOTE:
 =the single greatest barrier we have in our witness to the world is 

      that we often lack the mark of goodness in ourselves 
Remember to Always Pursue Peace
“If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”







Romans 12:18 
