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“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.”    
 




Romans 13:1-2 
In Romans 13 Paul continues the application of ‘present your bodies as a living sacrifice’ by moving from—   
        *the Church— brother and sisters in Christ (12:9-13)

        *to non-believers— (12:14-21)

        *to the Government (13:1-7)

=Paul addresses the issue here as part of his application of what 

      it means to be a ‘living sacrifice’ because it was such an issue 

      in the Roman church

=he’s helping these Believers in Rome to affirm that our faith 
     (our Christian belief) does indeed come to bear on this issue –    

     ‘God and government’ (church and state) 
=part of Paul’s reasoning for addressing this issue is the belief 

      among some of the Romans Christians that because they 

      were Christians they were no longer obligated/responsible 
      to secular authority
The Inclusive Injunction

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities…”







Romans 13:1a
=Paul calls for ‘every person’ (‘all souls’) – Christian as well as 

    non-Christian – to be in glad subjection (submission) to 
  -the word ‘hupotasso’— a military word – ‘to align under…’
  -the word also carries a sense of ‘voluntary’ alignment

     --to voluntarily align yourself under what he calls God-
          ordained authority (the government, the State) 
=the word ‘exousias’ – power/authority granted or given by the 
        one who has authority 
The Objective Overview  (Government in the Bible)
 =the Basic Principles:
  *God Is THE Authority – He Actively Rules Heaven and Earth
     =He is both Sovereign and the Source of ALL authority
       ‘The God who made the world and everything in it is Lord of heaven 
           and earth.’                              Acts 17:24

  *God Delegates Authority to Created Beings
            Daniel 2:20-21

  *God Sovereignly Rules Over Both Governors and Subjects
        ‘The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, he directs it like a    

             watercourse whichever way he chooses.’ Proverbs 21:1

  *God Will Judge Both Authorities [Governors] and Subjects
2 Bonus Observations 
  *Good government is a Blessing from God 
     =when the gov’t does what it was ordained/designed by 

         God to do—

            *restrain evil   *protect people    *encourage the good—

        -it promotes order and peace!
  *Bad Government is a Curse
     -the origin of bad government can be traced to Satan—

The Reason for Submission (vv. 1-5)
(the simple bottom line— because God said so!
(the whys— because . . .
1*Government is by divine decree (vs. 1)
2*To Rebel against government is to Rebel against God (v. 2)
3*The Government’s Primary Purpose is the Restraint of Evil
    (is it ever ok to rebel against the state (gov’t)?   YES!
       When God-ordained authority violates it’s God-given purpose— when 
         the government ‘sins’ by violating the standard or command of God— 

         we have an obligation to obey God rather than man (Acts 5:29)!

4*Conscience demands it (v. 5)
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for God and Government 
November 7, 2021 

In order to rightly understand Paul’s purpose for commanding obedience to the government (governing authorities) we need to ground our reading of Romans 13 in the context of Romans 12. Explain this context. Why is my attitude to ‘governing authority’ such an important thing?

Another important factor for Paul addressing this issue is the mistaken belief by some in the church at Rome (especially those of a Jewish background) that belief in Jesus meant they no longer were obligated to give allegiance to secular authority. How would you answer such an objection? 
Paul’s command in Romans 13:1 reads, ‘Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.’ The phrase ‘every person’ is actually the words— ‘all souls.’ What do you think Paul is emphasizing with those words? Is anyone exempt from the authority of the ruling powers? Why are ALL citizens of a nation obligated to submit to governmental authority?

Explain the Biblical picture of ‘authority.’ What is the source of authority in a nation? How does one ultimately obtain ‘ruling power?’ 

When is it “ok” to rebel against ruling authorities? Is it ‘ok’ to rebel? Can it be rightly said that Christians at certain times have an obligation to rebel (resist) the governing authorities?

