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“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.”    
 




Romans 13:1-2 
“As a millennial evangelical who was raised on rather inoffensive sermons and attended ‘don’t ask difficult questions’ youth groups, I actually do want churches to lean in to the tough topics and thorny questions. Many of my peers feel the same way. The college students I disciple these days aren’t looking for a Christianity that positions itself as nice, inoffensive, easy, and comfortable. This feels false and inauthentic to them. Why? Because it is false and inauthentic. Christianity is unavoidably costly and uncomfortable. It’s a faith built around a guy who was brutally crucified on a cross and told his followers, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.’ Those aren’t the words of a man who worried about offending the masses.”                Brett McCracken 
  -Christians need to understand how to live/respond in a cultural 
       context where the State (gov’t) blurs certain lines— AND   

       to give an answer consistent with Biblical teaching— to 

       respond in a way that honors/glorifies God!
  -and yes, we are to ‘submit’ to the government that in God’s 

        Providence rules over us— until that government itself 

        violates the clear standard of God—
    -and then we must understand there are consequences when we 

         resist said violation
Am I to always obey Caesar?
The Inclusive Injunction

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities…”
Romans 13:1a
Why we should ‘obey Caesar:
1*Government is by divine decree (vs. 1) 
2*To Rebel against government is to Rebel against God (v. 2)
3*The Government’s Primary Purpose is the Restraint of Evil
4*Conscience demands it 

“Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience.”       (v. 5)
 (that is, we don’t submit to the government just to avoid 

          consequential punishment

 (we submit to the government because our conscience compels 

          us to— it’s right to recognize God ordained authority!
     (I have a higher motive for obeying the gov’t — as a 
             responsible moral agent I have an obligation to do what 
             is right

     (I have a stronger reason for disobeying when disobedience 
            to governing authority becomes necessary— 

I’m Obligated to ‘Disobey Caesar’ when the governing authority:

  *Hinders the proclamation of the Gospel
       Acts 4:19-20        Acts 5:27-32
  *Sanctions immorality
     -no government has the right or authority to command 

        immoral acts, to legislate immorality, or to require 

        Christians to act contrary to the moral precepts of Scripture
  *Promotes injustice
     -when governing authority is complicit in and promotes 

         injustice toward a people group— civil disobedience is 

         justified [i.e. the civil rights movement]
“There is no moment on all of life in which we must be more diligent to hear and obey the Word of God in Scripture as when we are calling on another person or group to do the same. We tend to be self-righteous when we embark on a crusade. At times we must indeed disobey. Caesar is not God, and though we must render to Caesar what is Caesar’s, we must be careful to give God what is God’s. May God give us grace to know the difference.”                             

   




James Montgomery Boice 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for God and Government (cont’d)
November 14, 2021 

The Bible is clear that all governmental authority comes from God (Romans 13:1-2, I Peter 2:13-17). That being the case what must my attitude and actions towards the government (and all authority for that matter) demonstrate?

The relationship between Church and State (government), historically, has been one of tension. How are Christians to live when at times the government seems to oppose the doctrinal values of the Church? What should be our ultimate goal?

When is it a good thing to ‘disobey Caesar?’ Why must we sometimes disobey the government? Does a ‘righteous disobedience’ mean that there will be no consequences for disobeying the government?
Revisit the three scenarios I gave this morning for justifying the ‘disobedience of Caesar’—

   *when the government hinders the proclaiming of the Gospel

   *when the government sanctions immorality

   *when the government promotes injustice

If someone were to ask you ‘why’ it’s ok to break the law (to disobey the government) in one of these areas, how would you answer them?
Why is my conscience so important in the discussion of obeying or disobeying governing authority?
