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Part 164: “Take Heed Lest You Fall” 
Luke 22:54-62
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“But Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are talking about.’ And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, ‘Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.’ 62 And he went out and wept bitterly.”      Luke 22:60-62
Never doubt that Peter loved Jesus—

  -all the others have deserted Jesus at this point, except for
      Peter and one other    [John 18:15-16] 
   -the disciple is never named— but we believe it to be John
It’s really interesting to me— 

   -John is called by the others, ‘the one whom Jesus loved’

   -and there’s no doubt that Peter loved Jesus [Jesus will confirm 

        it in John 21 when He restores the fallen fisherman]

   -of the original 12— no one loved Jesus like these 2 men!

   -so it’s very believable that they’re the only 2 of the 12 in this 

        dangerous and precarious situation

Why? Why are they in this position— why not run and hide like the others?

Why did Peter do it? — the mystery of iniquity   Luke 22:54b-60
=there really is no doubting Peters’ love for Jesus…

=there’s no doubt that Peter was a courageous soul… he was in 

       enemy territory in that courtyard

=but the courageous, committed disciple was also a sinful man!
(Peter doesn’t respond well when confronted— the Rock   

        cracked!
=Peter gets dogmatic . . . belligerent . . . 
“But Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are talking about.’ And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed.”       (v. 60)
  -Matthew [and Mark as well] tell us the Peter was ‘cussing!
           “Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, ‘I do not 
         know the man.’ And immediately the rooster crowed.”   
Matthew 26:74 

‘Pride going before destruction and a haughty spirit 

  before a fall’           Proverbs 16:18 

Reality check—  “In my heart are the seeds of every known sin.”    

   -you can commit any sin – all you need is the right time and 

        circumstance 

   -if you don’t know that about yourself you’re in terrible danger.
   -that’s why Jesus had said to Peter and the other disciples, 
       “Pray that you enter not into temptation.”
    
If I don’t rely upon God’s Spirit and upon the Gospel, then I don’t
stand a chance against sin, and the leveraging of one sin that leads to another that Satan so often does. 

The Difference – infinite mercy Luke 22:61 
=right as Peter denies Jesus for the 3rd time, we’re told that “Jesus   

      turned and looked at him.”
 

“As our Savior was being tried and preparing to bear the sins of us all on the cross, He had time to give one glance to a faltering disciple and so save his soul in the saving of the world.”   B.B. Warfield
  
    (the minute that Jesus’ and Peter’s eyes met, Peter did what?
        “He remembered the word.” 
     =that ‘look’ changed everything for Peter!

The seed of every known sin is in my heart; it’s the glance of grace, the look of mercy from Jesus that spares us from going where we could have gone!
