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“Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, saying, ‘We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.’ 3 And Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ And he answered him, ‘You have said so.’ 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, ‘I find no guilt in this man.’ 5 But they were urgent, saying, ‘He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.’” 
                      




Luke 23:1-5
Luke takes great care to ground his narrative in its historical context— he adds additional historical reference in order to make sure his audience knows that these things really did happen in time and space (in history)…you can verify and trust the story!
   =for instance— with respect to the birth of Jesus—

    “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
       world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when
       Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, 
       each to his own town.”            Luke 2:1-3 

   
In 1961 a team of Italian archeologists discovered an inscription at 

Herod’s amphitheater in Caesarea—

        ‘Pontius Pilate, prefect of Judea, has dedicated to the 

           people of Caesarea a temple in honor of Tiberius’ 
   -that inscription proved 2 things—
      *Pilate really did exist 

      *He was famous (or infamous) enough to have his name 

                inscribed on a public monument!

If they are to get their way and get the death penalty for Jesus, 
they need Pilate—
   -they neither need nor want Pilate to try Jesus— they have 

       ‘found’ Him to be guilty…they want Pilate to make it official 

        by condemning Him to death!
    *Pilate knows what the Jewish leaders are doing

    *Pilate wants nothing to do with condemning Jesus— 
Jesus Is Falsely Charged
“And they began to accuse him, saying, ‘We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.’”                                      Luke 23:2
 *they said He was ‘misleading our nation (Israel)’
    -they insinuate to Pilate more than He’s leading the people in
         theological error 
    -they are suggesting He’s engaged in sedition, in treason—
        =they would have been concerned about such things

        =a charge of sedition (or treason) against Rome was not 

             something so easily dismissed


 *they said He was ‘forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar’
     -an outright lie
     
 *they charged Him with ‘claiming to be Christ, a king’
    -Jesus had been very careful with the language because it was 

        so easily misunderstood by people— the Jews expected the 
        Messiah to be a political figure who would deliver them from 
        Roman oppression 
Jesus Is Publicly Cleared
“And Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ And he answered him, ‘You have said so.’ 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, ‘I find no guilt in this man.’ 
=Listen— Pilate’s conclusion is important— Pilate’s conclusion 

      verifies what we know – that Jesus is innocent 

Jesus Is Messiah King
“And Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ And he answered him, ‘You have said so.’”                            Luke 23:3
  Jesus is not trying to avoid the cross by His answer.

     -He answers carefully to be clear on who He is and what He 
          has done
Jesus is an exponentially greater King than the kind of King the Sanhedrin and Pilate are quibbling about.  
