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“When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time.”         Luke 23:6-7
How could religious leaders – men who had given their lives to lead the people of God after the righteous standards of the Word of God – be so wicked, so spiritually blind? 
A Question of Jurisdiction 

“And when he learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time.”       Luke 23:7
-the ruler of Galilee was Herod Antipas [short for Antipatros]   

      -Antipas = ‘after the father’ [after Herod the Great] = that is, 

          ‘one of the sons of Herod the Great’
Who is this Herod? 
-one of the sons of Herod the Great 
-Antipas was given Galilee and Perea (rule from 4 BC to 39 AD)
-he was only 17 when his rule began— which means he’s about  

    50 when Jesus stands before him!

=Antipas was like his father in some ways— he was a builder
=Antipas rules for 43 years over mostly Jewish people

    -his tenure was mostly amicable . . . he didn’t do stupid things  
        to offend them (unlike Pilate) 

=the big exception— Antipas had married the daughter of Aretas 
     IV of Nabataea— then, in 29 A.D. he went to Rome to visit his 
     half-brother, Herod Philip I—gets involved with brother’s 
     wife, Herodias    
But what about Jesus and Herod Antipas?

=we see 3 distinct references to Jesus and Antipas in the NT that

 give us a picture of their ‘relationship’—

*Antipas heard about Jesus and thought he was John raised  
      -Matthew 14:1-2     -Mark 6:12-14    -Luke 9:7-9

*During Jesus’ last months Antipas sought to kill him
     -Luke 13:22, 31-33
*The Trial of Jesus— Luke 23:7-12
“When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign 
done by him. So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer.”





Luke 23:8-9
 =Jesus never said a single word to Antipas . . .  not one! 
=Amazing— what was Herod thinking – he’d heard so much about Jesus . . .  yet He opens not His mouth!

“The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him…”






Luke 23:10-11a
Note 2 things from Luke here—

  *the Jewish leaders are screaming at Him – accusing Him

  *Herod and his soldiers are mocking Him
The Ironic Conclusion

“And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other.”
            Luke 23:12
Why the Herod story is important—

 *it confirms the innocence of Jesus— 

     “…And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man   

       guilty of any of your charges against him. 15 Neither did Herod…’”       
                                                                                 Luke 23:14b-15a 
*it confirms the prophecy of Scripture
     Read: Acts 4:23-29 (note ref. to Psalm 2)
The life of Herod Antipas is a supreme tragedy!
