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“And he said, ‘See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. 9 And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.’”     







Luke 21:8-9

Luke’s focus throughout Luke 20-21 is the Temple—

   -the disciples had been admiring it—

   -the Jews essentially worshipped it— not worshipped at it, but 

         worshipped it – had become an idol to the Jews—
=the Temple – a building – is not your salvation!

    -we don’t worship or idolize buildings— we use buildings!

Professing Christians will do well to remember our Lord’s words in the present day. It is meet and right beyond doubt that buildings set apart for Christian worship, should be worthy of the purpose for which they are used. Whatever is done for Christ ought to be well done. The house in which the Gospel is preached, and the Word of God read, and prayer offered up, ought to lack nothing that can make it comely and substantial. But let it never be forgotten that the material part of a Christian Church is by far the least important part of it. The fairest combinations of marble, and stone and wood, and painted glass, are worthless in God’s sight, unless there is truth in the pulpit and grace in the congregation. The dens and caves in which the early Christians used to meet, were probably far more beautiful in the eyes of Christ than the noblest cathedral that was ever reared by man. The temple in which the Lord Jesus delights most, is a broken and contrite heart, renewed by the Holy Spirit.                  JC Ryle
Jesus’ answer is rather complex and somewhat confusing UNLESS you understand the dual perspective of the immediate and the ultimate—
       *the immediate destruction of the Temple…AND

       *the ultimate time frame of the end of the age (world)
     (Jesus is saying here that the coming destruction of the 

           Temple (and of Jerusalem) will be an act of God’s 

           judgment on the Jews for what they do to Jesus

     (which in turn is a prelude – a glimpse – of what’s coming 

          for the world for its rejection of the only remedy for sin

How do we live until the world ends?

Exhortation 1: Don’t Freak Out!

“And he said, ‘See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. “






Luke 21:8
-the very 1st thing Jesus highlights as He answers this ‘when’   

   question about the immediate (in the destruction of Jerusalem) 

   and the ultimate (in the end of the age— coming of Jesus) is the   

   reality of false messiahs and false predictions—

Exhortation 2: Don’t Fear    
“And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.”     







Luke 21:9

=I think perhaps the most prevalent human reaction to talk about   

    the coming of Jesus and the end of time = fear!

Exhortation 3: Don’t Forget   
 12 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you,
delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name's sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness.”  (vv. 12-13) 
(Don’t forget the purpose of your call . . . don’t forget the reason 

        for your salvation . . . don’t forget why I have put you in this 

        position in this particular place and time 
(seize the opportunity to bear witness to Christ!

Exhortation 4: Don’t Quit
“You will be hated by all for my name's sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your lives’”     

Luke 21:17-19
=don’t quit on Jesus— don’t lose hope— don’t lose faith

