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“Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”        Luke 21:28
Jesus’ answer to the question of, ‘when’, is rather complex and somewhat confusing— unless you see this dual perspective of immediate and ultimate—
    *His answer includes an immediate historical event— the 
         Temple within a generation (40 years) . . . AND

    *His answer also includes the ultimate time frame of the end of 
         the age (world) signaled by “the coming of the Son of Man”
Paul has a good ‘when’ answer that is clear and unmistakable—

    “Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need 
      to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully aware 
      that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While 
      people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
      destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant 
      woman, and they will not escape.”              I Thessalonians 5:1-3

As I said last week, the better question for us is—  
         how do we live until then . . . until the end comes?

=as we are reading // hearing Jesus’ words here— we seem to   

   transition from the immediate to the ultimate . . .

 -(vv. 14-24) without a doubt apply primarily to the 1st century 
       and the things those Disciples would see (in fact, did see)

The word ‘desolation’ – is an important one

   “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet 
     Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then let 
     those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.”         Matthew 24:15-16
=the ‘abomination that desolates’ is a reference to Daniel 11:29-32 
(the ‘He’ in Daniel 11 is Antiochus Epiphanes IV—
  =Jesus’ words here in Luke 21:20 (Matthew 24:15) allude to 

       Antiochus— he was a foreshadow of the coming destruction 
       of the Temple. . . which will be a preview of the judgment of 
       the world when Jesus returns! 
  -midway thru Luke 21:24— there seems to me to be a transition 

       from the immediate to the ultimate

“. . . and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 25And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”     Luke 21:21b-28
(the key phrase is this one—

      “Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles. . .
         until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”

    --we’re currently living in the ‘times of the Gentiles’
    --most of the old city of Jerusalem is under Gentile occupation 

         still today— it’s still being trodden under foot
4 Invitations to Practically Engage the Last Days:
Invitation 1: Be Confident in His Coming   Luke 21:25-28
“The very hour that the worldly man’s hopes shall perish shall
be the hour when the believer’s hope shall be exchanged for joyful certainty and full possession.”      J.C. Ryle

Invitation 2: Be Ready for His Coming
“And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.                       Luke 21:27   
Invitation 3: Stay Ready for His Coming    Luke 21:29-34
Invitation 4: Pray for Strength until He Comes  Luke 21:35-36
