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“And he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.’”          Luke 21:29-33
    “It would seem almost as though there were a cordon drawn around 
      the upper part of these great peaks beyond which no man may go. 
      The truth of course lies in the fact that, at altitudes of 25,000 feet  

      and beyond, the effects of low atmospheric pressure upon the human  

      body are so severe that really difficult mountaineering is impossible 
      and the consequences even of a mild storm may be deadly, that 
      nothing but the most perfect conditions of weather and snow offers 
      the slightest chance of success, and that on the last lap of the climb 
      no party is in a position to choose its day…”           
                                        Eric Shipton, Upon that Mountain (1938)
The major point Jesus had in mind when He responded to their admiration of the Temple—
   *He encouraged them to be ready— and by application all who 
           believe should be ready for the end… to be ready when the 
           call comes—whether by death or by His return
   *He challenged them to be engaged— to bear witness
A Parable
“And he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.”         Luke 21:29-31
=He reminds them of an obvious reality:  the appearance of leaves 

      is an indicator that fruit isn’t far behind . . .that summer is just 
      around the corner—

=the POINT Jesus is making is about the nearness of the end         

=whether it’s the end of Jerusalem/the Temple in the immediate   

       future OR it’s the end of the age in the ultimate future—

=WHEN you see “these things taking place”— know that ‘the 
       Kingdom is near, that the King is near’ 
A Promise 
“Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”                                             Luke 21:32-33

=here’s the difficulty… what exactly did Jesus mean by— “this 
     generation” will not pass away until all has taken place
2 Possibilities:

  *Generation defined by time reference

      =a group joined by cultural proximity— 15-20 years

      =a generation Biblically could be 20, 40, 70 years
          -could be a reference to the generation that heard Him speak 
              these words—those living when Jesus was here
          -could be a reference to those alive when He returns

  *Generation defined by race— the Gk. ‘genea’ can mean those   

      defined by race or ethnicity

     =if that’s what Luke means— then he’s saying ‘the Jews will 

        not disappear before these things happen (the destruction of 

        the Temple, immediately— the return of Christ, ultimately)
“. . . my words will not pass away.”                                           
  (the emphasis is on the reality of the end not on the timing of it

         =we don’t need to know ‘the when’ of the end

         =we simply need to know that the end is certain

The Practical Advice     Luke 21:34-36
=I would reduce this to 3 words— ‘People Be Ready!’

 -to be ready is to stay ready  -when the call comes be ready to go
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,”                                  Titus 2:11-13 
