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“A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 And he said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves.’”                          Luke 22:24-26
The Significant Setting of a Petty Proposal

Remember the setting—

  -the Last Supper, the night before Jesus would go to the cross   

  -Jesus had just washed their feet (John 13)

  -He’d just told them what was coming in the next hours—

  -He’d taken the Passover meal and redefined its significance and 

       meaning— the greatest redemptive act is about to happen!
  -and He even tells them that one of them would betray Him!

      ‘But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table.’







Luke 22:21
   --And Jesus here reveals that He knows it!
      -can you imagine the looks and the immediate conversation?

      -obviously, Judas has the other 11 fooled (they do not suspect    

            him—how good of a pretender is Judas?)
NOW— there’s no denying the significance of this setting…this is holy ground and a holy moment which makes what happens next so petty— the petty proposal of ….’I’m the greatest!’ 
The Petty Proposal of Deceived Disciples 
“And they began to question one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this. 24A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest.”           Luke 22:23-24 
=Luke seems to indicate that it’s in this context of Jesus dropping 
    the bomb that ‘one of you will betray Me’ and the resulting self-   

    examination among them that the conversation takes a turn—
Luke puts it this way—  “a dispute also arose among them” – 
  -the word is philoneikia– ‘phileo’ love + to argue, strife = an   

           affection for disagreement 
(this wasn’t the 1st time that these men had gone down this same 
     path— the same argument had occurred before 
        “And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he 
          asked them, ‘What were you discussing on the way?’ 34 But they 
          kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about 
          who was the greatest.”                 Mark 9:33-34

    =different word here— dialegomai— to discuss, debate, argue  
(on another occasion— Mama Zebedee had taken the initiative 
       to do a little promotion of her boys asking Jesus that they be 
       given the favored position in the kingdom
True greatness is about humility and service!

If you want “to be great” then you need “to become less”… be a 
     servant like Jesus!
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”                   Mark 10:45
      The greatest in God’s sight are those who humbly serve!
“Let us live on our guard against this sore disease, if we make any profession of serving Christ. The harm that it has done to the Church of Christ is far beyond calculation. Let us learn to take pleasure in the prosperity of others, and to be content with the lowest place for our-selves. The rule given to the Philippians should be often before our eyes —'In lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than them-selves.’ The example of John the Baptist is a bright instance of the spirit at which we should aim. He said of our Lord, ‘He must increase, but I must decrease.’”    JC Ryle
The Wise Words of the Greatest    Luke 22:25-30
*you need to change the way you think—  Luke 22:25-26a
    =“let the greatest among you become as the youngest”
       -meaning: the youngest in the culture was the least honored           
*you’ve got to follow My example— Jesus Himself is the prime 

       Example of greatness—the Master who serves!
  -if you’re too good to serve then you’re not good enough to lead
