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Part 160: ‘But I’ve Prayed for You!’
Luke 22:31-34
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“ ‘Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.’ 33 Peter said to him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.’ 34 Jesus said, ‘I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.’”                          Luke 22:31-34
Jesus is not finished with the stunning revelations 

 =right on the heels of revealing this awful news about a betrayer
 =He drops yet another bomb—

     -it’s not only the fact that Peter will deny Jesus
    -it’s the evil behind that denial that is even more shocking 

      “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that 
        at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on    

        him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your
        adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking some-

        one to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith…”            I Peter 5:6-9a
*why evil?     *where did it come from? 
    =God is all good (omni-good) and all-powerful (omnipotent)
    =Evil is no surprise, intrusion, or hindrance to Him

    =Evil does not interrupt God’s plans…as a matter of fact, God 

           actually allows evil as part of His plan to show us that in 

           the end, He will triumph over it!
 A Revelation
“‘Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.’”   (v. 31-32)

 =Luke is the only one to tell us about Satan’s desire for Peter
 =Satan has demanded to have you, to sift you like wheat   

    -a reflexive verb—‘to demand for ones’ self’
    -Satan is especially after Peter! Why?

An Interesting Insight— 

  -there’s something hidden in our English translation—

  -a plural pronoun— ‘you’ – it’s not just Peter that he’s after!
        -if Satan can take down a shepherd, he can greatly damage 

             the sheep~

        -and his specialty is ‘accusation’

“And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God”                      Revelation 12:9-10
“The world is a snare to the believer. The flesh is a burden and a clog. But there is no enemy so dangerous as that restless, invisible, experienced enemy, the devil. If we believe the Bible, let us not be ashamed to believe that there is a devil. It is an awful proof of the hardness and blindness of unconverted men, that they can jest and speak lightly of Satan.”         JC Ryle
(one of the greatest statements in Scripture…

         “But I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail.” 
=the key to both our faith and faithfulness is the work of Jesus—

  *my faith cannot fail because of His justifying work
  *AND my faithfulness cannot fail because of His Intercessory 
       work—here in Luke 22:32 and in John 17
 
A Response—
“Peter said to him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.’”                (v. 33) 
A Reality Check—
 “Jesus said, ‘I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.’”                    (v. 34)
  *Level 1: the physical reality— he will indeed deny Jesus!

  *Level 2: the spiritual reality— this is the only time recorded in 

         the Gospel account that Jesus calls him, ‘Peter’ (rock)

    =yes you will deny me 3x…but yes, you will become ‘the rock’
