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“And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, ‘Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me.
Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.’ 43 And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44 And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” 
                                                        Luke 22:41-44
*no matter how busy He got Jesus took time to get alone and pray

*when He faced important ministry decisions, he’d get alone and 

      spend extended time in prayer—

*at the most critical moment in His life [hours before He was to 
     give His life for our sin] Jesus agonizes in prayer
 (I believe it’s very clear that one of the things Luke wants us 
       to get out of this specific episode is a very important principle 
       for the Christian life — to always be on the alert and pray! 

The Primary Concern of Jesus
“And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40 And when he came to the place, he said to them,
‘Pray that you may not enter into temptation.’ . . . 45 And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping for sorrow, 46 and he said to them, ‘Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation.’” 



 Luke 22:39, 40 – 45-56
(these men are about to face the challenge of their lives 
(they’re about to endure unfathomable grief, heartache, and trial
    =they will be tempted to abandon all hope 

    =they will be tempted to lose all faith

Jesus Himself is carrying the weight and the cares of the world on His shoulders and yet, He’s still thinking about His disciples’ wellbeing!
 =He wants them to be prepared for the tests, the trouble, the trial
       that they’re going to go through
I believe one thing that Luke wants us to get out of this whole scene is how we as believers are to respond in time of trouble— to be ‘awake’ (alert/on guard/vigilant) and pray
     

   Never resist the urge to pray!
“It’s the sheer simplicity of it all that should impress us: ‘Keep praying not to enter into temptation.’ The way of protection, the way to stand, is by prayer. There is no training required for this, no series of classes to take, no need to develop greater ‘coping skills.’ Simply cry to God to keep you faithful in the coming circumstances. But of course if one does not recognize his dire danger, he’s not going to take Jesus’ word very seriously.”                                   
-Dale Ralph Davis
The Personal Crisis of Jesus      Luke 22:41-44 
*His prayer –

   =Jesus is acutely aware of what He’s about to face— He knows 

         the suffering that He will have to endure…

         -not just the physical suffering of crucifixion

         -but the spiritual suffering of separation from the Father

               --it’s not just the wrath of man He faces….
               --it’s the wrath of God that He will face

          *that’s the significance of the reference to “this cup”

          *rooted in the OT— a reference to the wrath of God

                  Psalm 75:6-8            Isaiah 51:17, 20
 
“For Holiness Incarnate to welcome the prospect of being made sin by God would be unthinkable. Sincerely He prayed for the cup to pass – if it would be God’s will.”                 David Gooding 
*His physical distress –
“Would we see the sinfulness of sin in its true colors? Would we know something of the intense misery of souls in hell? Would we understand something of the unspeakable love of Christ? Would we comprehend Christ’s ability to sympathize with those that are in trouble? Then let the agony in the garden come often into our minds. The depth of that agony may give us some idea of our debt to Christ.”      J.C. Ryle
